
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

Serving the Pike Lake Watershed 
visit: pikelakeassociation.org

Published by the Pike Lake Area Association
Fall 2016 Newsletter 

President’s Report 

Where did the summer go?  It feels like this thought 
comes much to rapidly.  The Pike Lake Association 
breakfast and picnic were well attended and it 
appeared everyone had a good time.  Dianne and 
Steve Ahlers had things under control and when 
there was a glitch with the cooking hardware Barb 
Swanstrom did some rapid pancake making.  Sylvia 
Sullivan provided the flowers for the tables.  The Pike 
Lake  AAA  were our generous and gracious hosts. 

It really felt like a close community enjoying 
the moment, the work and great company. 
Congratulations and many thanks to all the 
volunteers, the community is stronger because of 
your work.

The next event is the fall banquet which will be 
Tuesday evening the 4th of October.  We get to visit 
our new neighbor, the Cast Iron Bar and Grill.  It’s 
good to be back in our own neighborhood.  We’ll start 
at 5:30 with dinner at 6:00.  

Dewey Johnson, our neighbor, will spend some time 
talking with us.  Dewey is a supervisor for Grand Lake 
township, a PLAWCS board member and a St. Louis 
County supervisor for Emergency Management and 
previously 911.  Yes he is running for reelection but he 
is unopposed.

We will also have a business meeting.  New business 
includes questions regarding the condition of the Pike 
Lake outlet.  After being contacted by Steve Slotness 
I have been doing some research with DNR, St. Louis 
County and individuals around the lake.  

I will have a short report regarding my findings 
and would appreciate comments, thoughts and 
suggestions.

Renewal of the Pike Lake Christmas light show and 
contest and other possible events will be open for 
discussion.

Hope to see you all at the banquet - 
Larry Modean,  President PLA

Fall Banquet Details
Tuesday October 4th 2016
Cast Iron Bar & Grill
5906 Old Miller Trunk Highway 

5:30-6:30 Happy hour
Dinner at 6, with speaker and business meeting  
following

Pasta dinner red sauce with sausages, white Alfredo 
sauce, chicken on the side , noodles, Caesar Salad, 
bread sticks, beverages non alcoholic  drinks included 
in the price of  $14.00 this includes tax no tips.

Please ask for RSVP to Dianne Ahlers 729-7300 before 
October 2nd.

 Pike Lake Preserver



How’s the Fishing? 
Bob Idziorek, Environmental Committee Chair

Pike Lake is a 494 acre lake with a maximum depth of 
62 feet.  The DNR has stocked walleye fry (494,000) in 
even years from 1982 through 2014. Yes, you read that 
right, 494,000 every other year since 1982. Pike Lake 
was last assessed during the summer of 2014 to update 
information about fish populations and previously in 
2009. 

The walleye count of 15.8 per gillnet lift was up from 
2009 (13.0) and was above average compared to other 
Minnesota lakes of similar type. Historically, walleye 
counts have ranged from 4.7 to 22.7 per gillnet lift. 
Walleye average length was 12.7 inches and growth was 
below average when compared to other Duluth Area 
lakes. Natural reproduction appears limited as 99% of 
the walleye captured were aged to stocked year-classes. 
A very strong 2010 year-class is evident, as 85% of the 
Walleye sampled were age-4. That means that there 
are some nice walleye to be caught right out your front 
door. 

The next most common fish netted was the rock bass, 
as we can attest to by looking under a dock or boat lift. 
My personal, unscientific survey from snorkeling this 
summer agrees that there are plenty of rock bass in 
close to shore. There are a few big northerns and  a few 
big suckers swimming around too. In water deeper than 
15 feet the walleye and perch are plentiful. How to get 
them to bite? That’s the topic of another article.

Summer Report 
Dianne Ahlers, Special Event Chair
Tom Whittaker, VP and Membership Chair

The Pike Lake Association served 4th of July breakfast 
to 362 people from 8:00 to 10:00 on July 4th at the 
Auto Club Caddy Shack. The previous record was 300, 
two years ago. The breakfast included fried eggs, 
bacon, sausage, pancakes, cinnamon rolls, juice and 
coffee. All that was left at 10:00 were a half dozen of 
eggs. PLA’s Director of Special Events, Dianne Ahlers, 
organized the event and recruited and supervised  the 
crew of current and previous PLA Board members and 
Patty and Tom Riley.

(Summer Report cont.)
In addition to the crew, we thank Super One at Pike 
Lake, which donated much of the food, and the AAA 
Pike Lake Golf and Recreation Center (The Auto Club), 
which waived entry fees for all attendees and set up 
the tables and benches.

The highlight of the breakfast was the award of the 
Pike Lake Association’s Community Service award to 
Pat Springer, whose family started the July 4 breakfast 
tradition many years ago. Pat passed away since our 
last breakfast; Patty Riley accepted the award on behalf 
of her mother.

The breakfast was free, but we asked the attendees 
to donate to local food shelves. They responded! 
They donated 106 pounds of food, and $1011- which 
we split between the Proctor and Hermantown food 
shelves. We also sold 10 PLA residential memberships, 
one new business membership, and $306 worth of PLA 
T Shirts. All in all, an incredible start to an incredible 
day which included the Riley boat parade and naval 
battle, and an amazing fireworks display by Frank 
Messina and others.

The Pike Lake Community Association Summer Potluck 
Picnic and Golf Scramble in August was a huge success 
again this year. It’s great to see our community come 
together for special events.

Many thanks, to those who contribute their time 
and energy to make these events successful. From 
planning, through set-up beforehand or pitching 
in during the picnic, to cleaning up after, everyone 
deserves a big Thank You for helping make it a success!

This year, Pike Lake Liquor donated a keg of Old 
Fashioned Root Beer that everyone enjoyed. The root 
beer was a perfect compliment to all of the wonderful 
food prepared by everyone. Burgers and Brats were 
provided by the Pike Lake Community Association 
and were cooked up by Grillmasters: Kent Ogston 
& current Association President, Larry Modean. 
Kent also provided a grill as the Association grill was 
malfunctioning.



Following is a list of contributors, whose generous 
donations make the silent auction and raffle extremely 
popular. Please support these local businesses that 
contribute to our community.

List of Contributors:
Pike Lake Liquor, A & B Garbage, Patty & Tom Riley, 
Hair Ideas, RJ Sport & Cycle, Arrowhead Tennis & 
Athletic Center, Reliable Insurance Agency, Pike Lake 
Auto Club, Real Living Messina, Skyline Bowling, 
Krenzen Honda, Shampoochie Dog Grooming, A+ 
Landscaping & Gardening, Art by Edna Blanchard, 
Bodysense Massage, Minnesota Distance Running 
Association, Pottery by Dianne Ahlers.

Compliments to Past Association President, Brian 
Daugherty for acquiring very popular silent auction 
items: several Canal Park Hotel rooms and Amsoil 
Arena, Kiss Concert tickets. 

Special Thanks to John Sorci for organizing the Golf 
Scramble and prizes.

A heartfelt thank you to all who contribute to make 
the Pike Lake Summer Picnic & Golf Scramble a huge 
success. 

 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 
Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com 

2016-2017 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Larry Modean 729.7772
Vice President – Tom Whittaker 729.5025
Past President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer –Mark Rauschenfels 729.6011
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Gordon Butler 
729.9323
Environment & Safety –Bob Idziorek 310.9452
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

Pike Lake Association  
Financial Report Summary  
Fiscal Year End 2017  

Beginning Checking balance 6/1/2016 14,909.89

Income:   
   Memberships                                         785.00 
   July 4th Food shelf donations              952.00 
   July picnic silent auction                           905.00 
   July picnic raffle                                        197.00 
   Dwan Environment Gift                       1,000.00 
   Interest Income                                            1.92 
Total Income                                     3,840.92

Expenses:  
   Newsletters / Mailings                          729.93 
   Events- July 4th breakfast                          588.64 
   Events- July 4th Food Shelf donations        952.00 
   Events- July picnic                                       562.77 
   Environmental                                         50.00 
Total Expenses                                     2,883.34

Ending Checking balance 8/31/2016              15,867.47
   
Reserve Fund Certificate of Deposit    10,947.95
     
PLA Checking & Reserve Fund Total   26,815.42
     



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing; 
Environmental testing and reporting

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast, Riley’s 4th of 
July Watercraft Parade

• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets

• Continual community updates and information; 
Political updates and review

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org



Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Continued on the back...

SuperOne
FOODS

4402 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 

218-722-0810
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• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM

(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com
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114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211

Email: sales@stewarttaylorprinting.com
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$20.00 off purchase over $200.00 with coupon.
Not valid with any other offers.

Your Closest Location for the
Best Pizza in the Northland!

5106 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, Mn.

218-729-7227
$2.00 off any 16” pizza with this coupon

Family. Friends. Traditions.


