
Pike Lake Area Association Mission 
To preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake & the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the 
lake for recreational use. Also, to serve as a vehicle to support the 
interests of the property owners who live around and on and lake.

Pike Lake Area Association
February 2012 Newsletter 

Presidents Corner
I’m excited to be starting the year with our first 
ever “PLAA Winter Banquet & Community Expo” 
February 28th.  It is a great opportunity to come and 
see, not only what PLAA is doing on your behalf, but 
also how you can get plugged in and help your area 
Association.  See inside for more information. 

We have awarded our 1st annual Green Award 
(environmental stewardship) to the Pike Lake AAA golf 
course. The annual PLAA Green and Environmental 
award is given to the person(s) who make changes or 
make sound choices that promotes sustainability and 
protection of the Pike Lake environment. 

I was recently contacted by the PLAWCS Board 
concerning the increased number of past due 
accounts, and asked for our help and input.  They 
need communication from any user in a “hardship” 
situation, or who has chosen not to pay their bill.  If 
there is non-payment and no communication then 
several methods of collection can and will be applied.  
These past due accounts do affect all of us on the 
system, especially by decreasing  the PLAWCS cash 
flow.  If the problem is not addressed and corrected, 
it could eventually reflect on our monthly bills!  
PLAWACS has encouraged our organization to work 
with its membership in communicating this issue with 
our associates. Your Board is active and things are 
running smoothly.                         HAPPY NEW YEAR!             
                                                              Jim Swanstrom

The PLAA is pleased to ”Adopt 
a Highway” which covers the 
entire length of the North Pike 
Lake and Helm roads.  It is a 
great opportunity for service to 
our area and good exposure to 
our neighbors.

More about the Green & Environmental Club:

Goals: Raise awareness about and promote the health 
sustainability of our immediate lake environment 
through learning, sharing of ideas and assisting each 
other by encouraging small lifestyle choices that will 
directly impact our lake and area.
  
Green Tip of the Month: Mow high! 
Mow high and often. Set your mower at 2.5-3 inches 
to help keep out weeds and make your lawn more 
resistant to drought and disease.

By mowing high and often you will be able to leave 
grass clippings on the lawn, which adds nutrients to 
the soil, lessening the need for commercial fertilizer. 
Clippings also add organic matter, which improves 
the quality of the soil in turn increasing its ability to 
infiltrate stormwater.

For more information on this Green Tip see: 
http://www.cleanwatermn.org 
and click on “Info You can Use”



Zebra Mussel Update, by Tom Whittaker

Zebra mussels have invaded our lake-in spite of 
our best efforts to keep them out. Unfortunately, 
all it takes is one microscopic male “Veliger” (baby 
Zebra Mussel), and one microscopic female Veliger 
transported in a nook in someone’s boat, from the St 
Louis River, where they have lived for years, and the 
invasion is on. Your association is working hard to deal 
with this pest, and-believe it or not, we have some 
encouraging news.

The Minnesota Waters association, to which we 
belong, is working with the MN DNR. They have found 
a selective killer for Zebra Mussels which works well in 
power company water intake pipes, and may work in 
an environment like Pike Lake. The killer is a beneficial 
bacteria called Pseudomonas Flourescens. It was 
discovered by Dr Daniel Molloy, a New York State 
researcher, and produced under contract from New 
York by a company called Marrone Bio Innovations. 
The bacteria kill Zebra Mussels by destroying their 
digestive systems, and they do so whether they are 
alive or dead. They have been tested against several 
other species, including Brown Trout, Mallards, native 
freshwater clams, etc and did them no harm.

Dr Molloy has briefed Minnesota Lake associations in 
Alexandria and Pequot Lakes. He is looking for a site, 
and funding, for a comprehensive lake test-which 
may cost as much as $350,000. He hopes to start 
said test by May, 2012. Your association is contacting 
local legislators to see if the State of MN might be 
willing to help fund this test, and we have expressed 
a willingness to work with the Molloy and Marrone, 
under DNR supervision, to determine if the product, 
marketed as Zequanox, will solve our problem. 

In the meantime, you might find the following to be 
helpful:
• Zebra Mussel young (veligers) float in the water 

table for 2 to 5 weeks after birth and then drop 
to the bottom to attach themselves to a hard 
surface ( a rock, a clam, a snail, a stick, the wheels 
on your dock, your outboard, etc). If they cannot 
find a hard surface, they die. That is why lake 
dwellers with sandy lake bottoms do not see many 
mussels.

• Consider policing your lake bottom to get rid 
of rocks, sticks, clams, etc-and make sure your 
outboard is out of the water. You will help 
minimize their impact, and you won’t cut your 
feet on the little buggers.

We will provide more info as this situation unfolds.

Calendar of Events

New! Tuesday, February 
28th PLAA Winter Banquet & 
Community Expo

Saturday, April 21st Community 
Spring Clean-up

Saturday, May 5th Rummage Sale

Thursday, June 14th Annual 
Meeting

Remember to check on the website for more 
information about upcoming events: 
www.pikelakenews.org 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLAA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 

Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com
Thanks. 
 



Mark your calendars & plan to join us! 
The PLAA Winter Banquet & Community Expo - Tuesday, February 28th  

    Find out how many ways you can plug into your community!

On February 28th from 5:30-8:00 at the Sunset Supper Club the PLAA will be hosting the first Community Expo 
[please note the date, this is the correct date].Here you’ll get a chance to learn more about your neighbor-
hood, plug into your community, and meet your neighbors, all during happy hour! 

At the expo you can…
• Enjoy FREE APPETIZERS
• Apply for a Boat Landing Educators job for the upcoming summer,
• Sign up for eligibility to be a new PLAA Board Members,
• Join the Green Club ,
• Volunteer to help with the 4th of July breakfast feed, the pot luck summer picnic, and the Pike Lake 

clean up, 
• Learn about Aquatic Invasive species from the DNR, 
• Renew or start your PLAA membership, and/or
• Meet your neighbors, win a door prize and learn about all the activities around the lake!

Pike Lake Area Association Board of Directors
President – Jim & Barb Swanstrom 724.2947
President Elect –  Jack & Nancy LaVoy 729.6768
Vice President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
Past President – Brian Daugherty 729.7127
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 206.0117
Special Events –  Diane Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene Whittaker 729.5025
Environment & Safety – Kent & Jena Ogston 729.8599
Membership/Commercial – Jeanne Nisius 729.9491
I T Administrator –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

1st PLAA Green Award goes to the Auto Club,
      by Tom Whittaker

The first Pike Lake Area Association Green  Award  has 
been awarded to the Pike Lake AAA Golf and Recreation 
Center, otherwise known as the “Auto Club”, and its on-
site manager, Paul Laulunen.  The Auto Club is owned by 
the American  Automobile  Association. The Auto Club is 
the only property of its type owned by the AAA, and they 
have been very supportive of the facility-particularly under 
the leadership of AAA Minnesota/ Iowa President Randy 
Williams, and their facilities manager Margaret  St Andree. 
One of their best decisions was the hiring of retired 
Minnesota DNR manager Paul Laulunen to run the facility. 
The PLAA has been very grateful for their membership in 
our association, for their support of our July 4th breakfast 
and for their support of our Annual Picnic. We did not, 
however,  know the extent of their concern for the health 
of Pike Lake. 

Part of that concern is simply the environmental sensitivity 
of AAA, and their executives; but most of it stems from 
the personal convictions of Paul Laulunen. I learned that 
first-hand when I lobbied Paul for more herbicide on the 
fairways, The weeds were compromising my perfect golf 
shots. Paul refused.  He did not want any herbicide to flow 
into the lake. We reached a compromise after while, but 
only after Paul’s crew had established a barrier between 
the fairways and the creeks that flow into Pike Lake-and 
even then, he used herbicide very sparingly, and only then  
on parts of 2 holes. This, and other actions, are the reason 
the Auto Club, and Paul Laulunen have won our first Green 
Award. 

We’d specifically like to recognize the following actions: 
• Establishing barriers between the fairways and the 

creeks and ponds that flow into Pike Lake, 
• Limiting herbicide use to only the most weed-infested 

areas, and only after establishing barriers,
• Leaving ponds natural because Cattails are a natural 

filter, 
• Using organic fertilizer which contains no hazardous 

chemicals, 
• Leaving the parking lot unpaved to minimize runoff 

into the lake, 
• Removing old barrels which had been left  years ago to 

insure that they would not pollute the lake, and 
• Carefully monitor swimmers on their property to 

preclude accidental or intentional pollution.

Protection of the environment is usually the product of 
constant vigilance, many small, specific actions, and a 
passion for nature.  That certainly is the basis for the award 
of the Pike Lake Association’s initial Green Award to Paul 
Laulunen and the AAA Auto Club.



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing. 

• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade.
• Pike Lake Area Fall Feast.
• The 4th of July Breakfast Feed.  
• Pike Lake Area Winter Banquet.
• Continual community updates and information. 

• Pike Lake Area Rummage Sale.
• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic & golf outing at 

AAA. 
• Political updates and review.
• Environmental testing and reporting.
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up. 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members) $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                   $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:                                      
 
 

                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org


