
Pike Lake Area Association Mission 
To preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake & the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the 
lake for recreational use. Also, to serve as a vehicle to support the 
interests of the property owners who live around and on and lake.

Pike Lake Area Association
June 2012 Newsletter 

Presidents Corner

Greetings,
As we approach our busy summer season, I believe a 
few recaps and future announcements are in order.  
Our first ever Winter Expo  was well attended - the 
theme tables as well as the free hors-oeuvres led to 
good discussion and mixing.

At the Expo, we were very pleased to present our 
first Annual “Green Award” for environmental 
stewardship to the Pike Lake Golf Course (AAA) under 
the management of Paul Laulunen.  We have a master 
plaque which will display recipients for many years 
to come. Paul has been gracious to allow the “Green 
Award” plaque to be displayed at the clubhouse to 
give it exposure and have a home.

We had our first Adopt-a Highway cleanup on April 
21st and it went like clockwork.  Six couples cleaned 
up their assigned 1/3 mile and we all had a great 
time.  We plan to do three cleanups a year, as the 
next two will be in July and October.  For those of 
you who signed up at the Expo, you will be contacted 
to serve.  Thank you also to those who took part in 
the Clean Up around the Lake. Photos from both are 
featured above. 

We had a reasonable day for our annual Rummage 
Sale and have heard that there were an adequate 

number of sales to make it a worthwhile venture for 
the shoppers; we’ll continue our advertising. 

The public landing will be manned with inspectors 
seven days a week and thanks to many of you 
(especially the Dwan/Johnson families), we’ll start our 
season fully-funded.  We can’t thank Brian Daugherty 
enough for his tireless efforts to secure some grant 
money and oversee this program to keep it alive and 
effective.  

There are times when we feel the need to give 
members “prompts” or reminders of upcoming 
events.  To do a mass emailing to our members would 
be the most efficient and cost effective way.  Not 
everyone has an email address, but for those who 
do, we would encourage you to send us your email 
address for this express purpose only.  Our goal is for 
quicker updates with fewer people being forgotten 
and at a reduced cost.  Either include your email 
when you pay your annual membership (invoice) or 
send to Tom Whittaker.

We have a good, solid, committed Board working 
for you and I expect this to continue.  We welcome 
anyone’s interest in serving.  Barb and I want to thank 
you all for allowing us to serve you these last two 
years as President.  It has been a pleasure to meet 
our neighbors, keep current on lake-related issues, 
and feel good about helping preserve our precious 
resource.      

Gratefully, 
Jim Swanstrom 
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This Year’s Inspection Program
by Brian Daugherty

Our AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) Educators 
Inspection program is up and in full swing at the 
public boat landing already! This is a fantastic 
example of community organizations and government 
partnering to positively impact the environment. 
Please understand that this is a three-way 
collaboration with the following organizations:

The DNR – they provide some grant funding, training, 
and the final testing of the Educators;

The South St. Louis County Soil and Water 
Conservation District – they provide payroll, benefits, 
insurance, and administration;

 The PLAA – provides continual training, ongoing 
supervision, and additional funding for the program 
and supplies needed to run it. 
 
The following students have undergone a full day of 
training and are certified Level I inspectors for our 
program. Let me introduce you to them:

PLAA AIS Supervisor, Rocci Modean

Mark Rauschenfels Connor Ahlers
Dick Olson Joseph Marchetti
Hannah Voss Trevor Rudd
Jessica Latour Paul Vartman
Corrine Maki

Thanks to the additional support from the Dwan 
Foundation and PLAA members, the Educators 
Inspection program is now full time at the public boat 
landing throughout the summer.

We are happy to have this competent, committed and 
well trained team leading our program. Stop by and 
thank them for their hard work.

 Reminder: If you are just placing your watercraft 
in Pike Lake only, there are permits available at the 
landing and on our web site, www.pikelakenews.
org, that allow you to drop your boat without an 
inspection. Please have your permit ready when 
docking your boat.

Calendar of Events

Thursday, June 14th Annual 
Meeting, 7:00pm at the Pike Lake 
Community Church

July 4th  Pancake Feed  
8-10:ooam at Caddy Shack  Pike 
Lake Golf Course (Remember 
your Food/ Cash donations go to 
area Food Shelves)

Noon  Riley’s Pontoon Parade

August 19th  Annual Golf and 
Picnic Outing  at AAA Auto Club

Remember to check on the website for more 
information about upcoming events: 
www.pikelakenews.org 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLAA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 

Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com
Thanks. 
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Mark your calendars & plan to join us!  
Next Green Club Meeting on June 19th, 
7-8:15m, Ogston’s (5851 S Pike Lake Rd)

Join us for further discussion about being green & protecting our 
immediate  environment. Come join in the conversation as we 
share ideas, tips and questions about gardening and lawn care.

Please RSVP to Jena Ogston: 729-8599 or jogston@css.edu

Green Tip of the Month: will return next newsletter. 
 

Pike Lake Area Association Board of Directors
President – Jim & Barb Swanstrom 724.2947
President Elect –  Jack & Nancy LaVoy 729.6768
Vice President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
Past President – Brian Daugherty 729.7127
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 206.0117
Special Events –  Diane Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene Whittaker 729.5025
Environment & Safety – Kent & Jena Ogston 729.8599
Membership/Commercial – Jeanne Nisius 729.9491
I T Administrator –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

Advanced Citizen Lake Monitoring: 
2012-13
by Brian Mirsch

If you are like me, seeing pond scum last year was alarming 
and left you wanting to know more.   What was it?  Was 
it dangerous?  From where did it come?   The first two 
questions were easily answered with the help of a local 
biologist.  She identified it as  Spryogyra algae.  She said 
that it was a natural occurrence in area waters and assured 
us that it wasn’t dangerous.    Unfortunately, why it 
flourished last year of all years could only be speculated.  
Speculations are not a reliable way of understanding our 
lake; instead we need objective data.   

Our lake has been monitored to some extent over the last 
couple of decades.   To access the data we’ve provided 
links at:  www.pikelakenews.org then visit Environment & 
Safety > MPCA Data. 

The data includes 18 years of clarity readings collected 
by Citizen Lake Monitoring Program former volunteer 
Peg Campbell.     In addition, there’s a 2001 report that 
included data on water quality trends, phytoplankton, 
major ions and nutrients chlorophyll and zooplankton.  The 
2001 report recommended that the PLAA continue some 
nutrient studies to monitor lake health trends.  Ten years 
has passed; and we are due for further analysis.  

This winter we applied for the Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency’s Advanced Citizen Lake Monitoring Program 
(CLMP+).    Our application was accepted last February and 
monitoring is already underway. 

We are currently monitoring clarity, temperatures, 
dissolved oxygen, alkalinity, chloride, chlorophyll, color, 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and solids.  The data collection 
will span the next two years.  A detailed report will be 
published and available to residents in the winter of 2014.    

The data collections will help us understand current 
lake health and benchmarking against past reporting 
may spotlight trends.    At this point it’s hard to know if 
the research will help mitigate future problems, but it’s 
certainly worth the effort.   

First Green Award being accepted on behalf 
of Paul Laulunen, Pike Lake Golf Course 
Manager, by Brian Isaacs (left), golf course 
top employee. Center is PLAA president Jim 
Swanstrom and Board member Tom Whittaker 
on the far right.
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• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing. 

• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade.
• Pike Lake Area Fall Feast.
• The 4th of July Breakfast Feed.  
• Pike Lake Area Winter Banquet.
• Continual community updates and information. 

• Pike Lake Area Rummage Sale.
• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  

& golf outing at AAA. 
• Political updates and review.
• Environmental testing and reporting.
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up. 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members) $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                   $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:                                      
 
 

                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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