
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

visit: pikelakeassociation.org
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2014 Stewardship Award
The Pike Lake Association presents the 2014 
Stewardship Award to Mary Dwan in recognition for 
her patronage of AIS mitigation efforts as well as her 
exemplary model of shoreline preservation.  

Mary Dwan presented Pike Lake Stewardship Award 

The landing education program is currently funded 
to cover approximately 92% of watercraft being 
launched at the public access. Without Mary Dwan’s 
financial support, that coverage would be at least half 
of the current level.  

From pristine to finely manicured, Pike Lake’s 
shoreline treatments vary widely.  Not all treatments 
impact the lake equally. The more pristine treatments 
minimize algae and aquatic vegetation.  The most 
pristine lake frontage is arguably that of Mary Dwan.     
Her shoreline serves as an example and inspiration for 
what might be incorporated into parts of all frontages.

Annual Meeting Tuesday, June 10
The Pike Lake Association Annual Meeting will be 
on Tuesday, June 10, 7pm at the Canosia Town Hall. 
Please join us for an opportunity to learn more about 
the activities of the Pike Lake Association or to share 
your concerns. The Pike Lake Association Board will be 
voting on new officers this evening as well.  
 
4th of July, event helpers welcome
Summer event planning is underway!  I am always 
hopeful to add new faces to our existing team of great 
volunteers. July 4th falls on a Friday this year. The long 
weekend may mean an increase in attendance at the 
annual July 4th Pancake Breakfast.

Anyone interested in helping please contact myself, 
Dianne Ahlers 729-7300, we would love for more 
community members to be a part of this event. We’re 
a friendly, fun group to work with.

Also, we will be selling Tee shirts: Men’s, Women’s 
and children’s, with the new Pike Lake Logo. Shirts 
may be ordered ahead of the event, or anytime 
throughout the year. The cost of the Tee shirts is 
$20.00,  proceeds going towards funds needed to help 
cover costs for the Pike Lake Boat Landing Inspections. 
Tee Shirts will be displayed on our website. 

I look forward to everyone getting involved in our 
community, your support is what we count on for 
these events to happen! 

Thank you, Dianne Ahlers

Pike Lake Preserver



2013-2014 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
President Elect –  Jack & Nancy LaVoy 729.6768
Vice President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Past President – Jim & Barb Swanstrom 724.2947
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Dick Olson 729.6050
Environment & Safety –Rochelle Modean 
218.409.6215
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

Pike Lake - Advanced Citizen Lake 
Monitoring Program Report
The Pike Lake Association was accepted into the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Advanced 
Citizen Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP+) in 2012. 
Trained volunteers measured water quality at a 
specific designated site between May and September 
of 2012 and 2013. As CLMP+ volunteers, they 
measured water transparency, collected temperature 
and dissolved oxygen profiles weekly, and collected 
water chemistry samples monthly.  
 
The MPCA then utilizes this data to complete a 
comprehensive study of lake water quality, which was 
delivered this winter. Thank you to the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency for this opportunity and for 
presenting the report to the Pike Lake Association at 
the Winter 2014 banquet. 

As part of their research and report the PCA compares 
Pike Lake characteristics to the typical range of values 
from the Northern Lakes and Forest eco-region. 

These highlights are summarized from the full report 
which is available on our website: 
www.pikelakeassociation.org. 

The water quality data from the MPCA’s monitoring 
activities, those of its citizen volunteers and other 
state and local partners confirmed that Pike Lake 
has “very good water quality and appears to be fully 
meeting the thresholds set to protect lakes in the NLF 
[Northern Lakes and Forest] ecoregion for aquatic 
recreation.” 
   
Lake Mixing and Stratification
Temperature and dissolved oxygen levels are typical of 
a lake the size and depth of Pike Lake. Understanding 
the interplay of mixing, depth, oxygen levels and 
how that effects the release of phosphorous which 
can stimulate the growth of algae is important. Pike 
Lake has mixing periods in the spring and fall and 
all measures of stratification caused by this mixing 
were within normal ranges. Pike Lake has a significant 
layer of oxygen-rich water that is ample to support a 
healthy fishery. 

Water Quality
Phosphorous and nitrogen are the primary drivers of 
algae production in lakes, higher levels of nutrients 
increase the likelihood of nuisance algae blooms that 
can impact the recreational uses of lakes. However, 
there are other factors which this report also 
considers. 

Total phosphorous (TP) is considered the nutrient 
that “limits” algae growth in lakes. Pike Lake’s 
summer-mean TP is “much better than typical range 
for NLF lakes.” The MPCA conducted water quality 
studies on Pike Lake in 1993 and 1999 and found 
that total phosphorous numbers have improved 
greatly since these earlier assessments - “efforts to 
reduce phosphorous loading into Pike Lake have likely 
resulted in lower concentrations in the lake.” This 
would be predominantly due to the installation of a 
municipal sewer system. 

Nitrogen is another important nutrient to understand. 
The Total Nitrogen (TN) to Total Phosphorous (TP) 
ratio for Pike Lake is again higher (better) than 
typical for similar lakes, indicating that phosphorous 
is the nutrient controlling algae growth in this lake. 
However, the addition of phosphorous could increase 
the production of algae and aquatic plants.

Chlorophyll-a is another nutrient measured and as 
anticipated Pike Lake levels were quite low, meaning 
nuisance algae blooms “would have been a rare 
occurrence, if at all.” (continued next page)...



Again, the report states, “efforts to reduce 
phosphorous in Pike Lake have greatly reduced the 
possibility for even mild algae blooms throughout the 
summer.” 

Chloride levels in Pike Lake were worse than similar 
lakes. The primary source is winter application 
of road de-icing (road salt) compounds, although 
there are other potential sources including water 
softeners, septic seepage, etc. While there is no 
immediate concern they did recommend engaging 
in conversations with other units of government to 
minimize road chemicals and snow storage in the Pike 
Lake watershed area. 

Secchi Transparency
The secchi disc is used to measure the depth of 
water clarity and Pike Lake’s readings were better 
than typical for similar lakes. In addition to the low 
phosphorous and chlorophyll levels, this may be also 
due to the presence of zebra mussels. 

“CLMP+ data collected for Pike Lake shows that in 
terms of total phosphorus, chlorophyll and Secchi disk 
transparency, the water quality of the lake is equal to 
or better than minimally impacted (reference) lakes in 
the ecoregion.”

Conclusion
In conclusion, the report states: “Significant 
improvements in water quality have already been 
achieved for Pike Lake over the past decade, 
but continued engagement at the local level 
will be required to maintain the lake’s high level 
of water quality.” The report offers a series of 
recommendations including protecting the shoreland 
and watershed, partnering on these efforts with state 
and local officials and continuing to participate lake 
monitoring efforts. 

These highlights are summarized from the full 
report which is available on our webiste: www.
pikelakeassociation.org. 

  

Mark Your Calendar
Future Events

June 10 Pike Lake Association Annual Meeting
  Canosia Town Hall, 7 pm
  Annual Meeting includes the election 
  of officers and a time for open   
  discussion; all neighbors are invited to  
  join us. 

July 4  Pancake Breakfast and 
  Riley’s Pontoon Parade
  Contact Dianne Ahlers to volunteer. 

August  Watch for details on the Second 
  Pike Lake/Canosia Township 
  (and possibly Grand Lake Township)  
  Community Picnic
  
Ice In/Out Records? 
DId you know that Pike Lake broke a record the most 
recent three ice out’s? 2014 = latest, 2013 = latest 
(prior to 2014) and 2013 = earliest! Ice in/out records 
are posted on our website with data from 1960 to 
present. We are missing the Ice Out date from 2011. 
Please send your data to any PLA Board Member or to 
linnea.mirsch@gmail.com. 

Caribou Lake AIS Mitigation
The Caribou Lake Association is raising funds for 
their inspection program (run in coordination with 
Pike Lake’s inspection program).  They are requesting 
donations of clean and usable items including: 

• Furniture, cabin and lake items, collectibles, tools, 
antiques, children’s clothes and toys, household 
items, books, CDs, DVDs. Please – no mattresses, 
no adult clothes, no TVs, no large appliances.

Items to donate can be dropped off Thursday, May 22 
from 8am to 7pm. 

The Caribou Lake Area Sale is: 
Friday, May 23 8am-6pm
Saturday May 24 8am-4pm

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 

Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com
Thanks. 



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast
• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade
• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets
• Continual community updates and information 

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

• Political updates and review
• Environmental testing and reporting
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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Bill Olson President Dick Olson Sales

Pike Lake Area Association Business Members
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Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Support these great businesses that support the PLAA!

• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com
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114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211
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