
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

visit: pikelakeassociation.org
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Winter Banquet April 2nd
Featuring Jesse Schomberg of the 
Sea Grant Program
By Ken Wallace

Mark your calendar! Pike Lake Association Winter 
Banquet is scheduled for Thursday, April 2nd at Skyline 
Bowling Alley, Miller Trunk Highway.

Happy hour from 5:30-6
Dinner served at 6:00, $12
Includes an Italian buffet with salad, dessert and coffee

RSVP to Dianne Ahlers: 729-7300

The winter has been kind in providing appropriate 
temperatures and sufficient snowfall to support the 
varied recreational opportunities on the lake; ice 
fishing, snowmobiling, skating, cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, etc.  However, many of us are looking 
to the spring thaw and a new season of recreation, 
which this year will be accompanied by several 
exciting programs; completion of the reconstruction 
of Carmen’s Way landing, continuation and possible 
expansion of the invasive species inspection program 
at the public landing, the traditional 4th of July 
festivities and golf outings, etc.

To help us launch into this new season on the lake 
we have invited Jesse Schomberg of the University of 
Minnesota Sea Grant Program as our guest speaker 
at the Spring Banquet.  Jesse will describe various 
strategies and opportunities available through the 
Sea Grant Program for shoring up our lakefronts 
with well-planned lake-scaping projects.  The thrust 
of his talk though will be rain gardens; their design, 
construction and benefit to improving the quality of 

water runoff into our lake.  He will discuss elements 
such as site-specific design, critical location, dimension, 
substrate and plantings, and maintenance as well as 
opportunities locally for advice and possible financial 
assistance.  Most importantly, if there is sufficient 
interest by our members Mr. Schomberg will offer the 
Pike Lake Association a special 2-day training program 
through the University of Minnesota Sea Grant 
Program.  Day one will be an in-class discussion held at 
Canosia Town Hall on the design and construction of a 
rain-garden, with day two a hands-on demonstration 
at a site of one or more class participants.  Members 
interested in participating in this free, local program 
will have the opportunity to sign up for it at our Spring 
Banquet.

The annual Pike Lake Spring Banquet promises both 
socialization with neighbors and an interesting
educational opportunity.  We hope you are able to join us.

Treasurer’s Report
By Steve Hennessy

As of February 17, 2015 we have a general ledger 
Balance of  $13,013.14. We also have a Certificate of 
Deposit at Republic Bank in the amount of  $10,890.71 
( @ .550 % per year) in reserve in case we should incur 
any extraordinary expenses.  Our typical  yearly major 
expenses are  3 to 4  newsletters per year @  $750.00 
per newsletter and our Invasive Species Inspection 
Program at an estimated cost of  $11,500 per year.  

Our typical receipts are $ 5,400 in memberships,  
$1,600 July picnic and $1,400 in Fall picnic receipts. 
Special thanks to those members making additional 
donations to support the costs of the Aquatic Invasive 
Species Program. 

Pike Lake Preserver



2014-2015 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Vice President – Larry & Sue Modean 729.7772
Past President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Gordon Butler 
729.9323
Environment & Safety –Rochelle Modean 
218.409.6215
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

DNR AIS Education & Trailer Decal 
Program Delayed
You may have heard of a new statewide Aquatic 
Invasive Species Education program that required a 
special trailer decal scheduled for spring 2015. The 
DNR has announced that the implementation of this 
program has been delayed. There may be further 
action on this law this session and  the DNR has a 
website available for updates: 
http://www.trailers.mndnr.gov/. 

Bringing the Community Together: 
A Brief History of the Springer-
Orman and Riley Breakfast and the 
Boat Parade
As told to Steve Hennessy

Pike Lake with its many residents holds countless 
legends and stories throughout the years, many told 
and many more untold.   At the unfortunate passing 
of Patty Riley’s mother, Patricia Springer this spring, 
the Pike Lake Association Board wanted to make note 
of one of those stories and the many contributions to 
the residents of the lake that these families had made 
towards the annual fourth of July breakfast and boat 
parade.  Tom and Patty (Springer) Riley, along with 
Michael and Anne (Springer) Orman got their heads 
together and pieced together a brief history of these 
famous and fun events.  Please forgive me as I write 
this as we all try to remember all of those who have 
helped in this event over the years. As we know, so 
many contributed whose names may have not been 
mentioned. 

On a sunny, warm, morning on the fourth of July in 
1958, Jim and Raye Springer, John and Pat Springer, 
Willard and Jane Aunan, Marty Endresen and several 
others, decided to have a party for the children in 
the neighborhood. Jim, a long time trumpet player, 
cruised the neighborhood playing “Reveille” to 
summon them to his and Raye’s home for breakfast 
and a ride in Jim’s famous orange tractor and trailer 
around the property.  Willard Aunan was in sales at 
Pillsbury and furnished the pancake mix with others 
bringing eggs, bacon, sausage, and other breakfast 
accompaniments. 

Through the 1960’s and 1970’s the party grew into an 
all day event with lots of neighbors around the

Patricia Springer at work in the kitchen; famous Caramel Rolls

lake attending. Jim and Raye Springer, John and Pat 
Springer with daughters Patty Riley and Anne Orman, 
Rich and Kathy Tanski, all contributed to the festivities 
which had now spread across several yards on either 
side of Springer’s Home. As is the case when many 
people gather to celebrate, many adult beverages 
were consumed and great fun was enjoyed by all.  
The breakfast continued off and on through the years 
coordinated by Michael and Anne Orman on Jim and 
Raye’s home site until they moved into Duluth in 
2002. 

In 2002 Tom and Patty Riley took over the significant 
task of hosting the breakfast and moved it to the 
Auto Club. In the beginning, Tom and Patty provided 
the grille and attendees brought eggs and bacon and 
sausage.  Paulson’s Super Value generously donated 
fruit trays and then began to donate other items for 
the event.  Kent Ogston took over the pancake duty 
on a grille purchased by the Pike Lake Association. . .  



. . . and through the years, many loyal volunteers 
got involved. The attendance at the most recent 
breakfasts has exceeded 250, with 70 pounds of 
bacon, 40 pounds, or sausage, 30 dozen eggs, 20 
pounds of pancake mix, assorted juices, coffee, and, 
as usual, the famous Patricia and Patty Riley Caramel 
Rolls, usually 250 of them, as part of the fare. Super 
One Foods, who purchased Paulson’s, has generously 
stepped up to the plate with foods donations. Last 
year the event has generated over 102 pounds of 
foodstuffs and $674 which is donated to two local 
food shelves on behalf of the Pike Lake Association. 

The Riley Boat Parade
In the mid 1990’s, Tom Riley, Patty’s husband, whose 
folks lived on a lake near Monticello, Mn. had July 4th 
boat parades and suggested that Pike Lake would be 
a fine site for a parade also. In 1994 Tom and Patty 
stuffed mailboxes with an invitation to a boat parade 
hoping that people would be interested and, to their 
surprise at around noon, boats came from all over 
the lake to celebrate the fourth of July with a fine 
boat parade, which has grown into quite the event 
involving over forty entrants with brightly decorated 
watercraft who cruise counter clockwise around 
the lake.  The decorations are judged by various 
groups of spectators with a “best in parade” being 
awarded.  One must beware, however, of the several 
groups of rascals who lie in wait on several docks 
around the lake with water balloon barrages to catch 
unsuspecting revelers as they cruise by.  

The picnic and boat parade has served as a wonderful 
venue for friends and neighbors near and around Pike 
Lake to gather and renew old friendships and cultivate 
new ones.  We hope the tradition will continue for 
many years to come. 

Summer Festivities! 
By Dianne Ahlers

Speaking of summer festivities, summer is just around 
the corner and we are looking for anyone interested 
in helping  with the July 4th event which falls on a 
Saturday this year, and the Summer picnic. Both are 
growing events and well attended and we would love 
a few more volunteers. Lots of ways to help just call 
Dianne Ahlers 729-7300. We would love to have your 
help and ideas, thank you! 

PLAWCS Update
By Tom Whittaker

PLAWCS continues to run smoothly, even if the 
politics don’t. In January, the Grand Lake Board of 
Supervisors obtained a legal opinion from an outside 
attorney that led them to believe that PLAWCS users 
who are not township supervisors could be voting 
members of the PLAWCS Board and they advocated 
same to the PLAWCS board. Kevin Comnick of the 
Canosia Board of Supervisors suggested that the 
matter be tabled until the Canosia Supervisors could 
consult with their township attorney. At the PLAWCS 
meeting on February 23, we were advised that the 
Canosia attorney, in consultation with the Grand Lake 
township attorney and, I believe, with the PLAWCS 
attorney , opined that since the PLAWCS Board has 
taxing authority and/or bonding authority; only 
elected officials could serve on the board. The Grand 
Lake Supervisors did not necessarily agree, but they 
concluded that putting non-elected users on the 
board could impact the board’s ability to bond in 
the future, should that ever become necessary. As a 
result, they withdrew the recommendation until they 
have a chance to review the formal legal opinion. In 
short, the initiative to put PLAWCS users, who are not 
elected township supervisors, on the PLAWCS board 
is on hold.

At that same meeting, we think we learned that the 
PLAWCS debt service reserve, to which the users 
are adding $6000 per month, is in good shape, and 
should be adequate to pay off the debt in 2019 or 
2020 when the final payment comes due. Some 
concern was expressed that the capital account, 
which will be used to replace lift stations as they 
wear out is not yet adequate to replace all the lift 
stations. This is probably OK, since none of them 
have worn out yet. Interestingly, this is the same 
account that one PLAWCS board member thought 
might be a source of funds for the heated garage that 
some PLAWCS board members wanted to build. We 
learned at the meeting that PLAWCS is applying for 
free conveyance for the desired property. The bottom 
line: PLAWCS reserves are in decent shape, and no 
increases in fees should be required.

Gordon Butler, Linnea Mirsch, Mark Rauschenfels, 
and yours truly attended the meeting on behalf of the 
PLA, and PLAWCS users.



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast
• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade
• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets
• Continual community updates and information 

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

• Political updates and review
• Environmental testing and reporting
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:

$35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 

     the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________

Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 

      Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Support these great businesses that support the PLAA!

• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM

114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211

Email: sales@stewarttaylorprinting.com
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(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com
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