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Canosia Township AIS Education/ 
Inspection Program 2016
Eurasian Milfoil, Rusty Crayfish and Spiny Waterfleas 
are among a few of the aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
already present in our region that threaten Pike Lake. 
Logically, this year’s Pike Lake AIS mitigation efforts 
are again focused on educational landing inspections. 
Canosia Township is managing the program with critical 
assistance from Minnesota’s Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), St Louis County and the Pike Lake 
Association (PLA).

In 2014 Canosia Township first agreed to replace 
the South St Louis County Soil and Water District as 
the local unit of government (LUG) required by the 
DNR’s program. Canosia Township’s board has again 
unanimously supported this effort to protect Pike 
Lake in 2016. Considering the landing’s geographical 
importance to Canosia Township and that the township 
has years of experience hiring seasonal employees, 
Canosia Township is uniquely positioned to serve as the 
program’s LUG.

Canosia has hired back Jake Carlson to manage the 
education and inspection program.  The technical 
expertise required to be successful is provided each 
spring by the DNR training staff. Canosia’s AIS educators 
completed the comprehensive training session in 
April. The team has since received official certification 
documents from the DNR and is initiating education 
inspections.

The 2016 landing education/inspection budget calls 
for daily shifts running from noon to 8pm (Fishing 
Opener through Labor Day). The program continues on 
weekends into the fall (budgeted 938 hours @ $10/hr) + 
(34 budgeted managerial hours @ $12/hr). 

Past studies indicate that this coverage captures 90-92% 
of the launches from the landing.

Program inquiries can be directed to Kevin Comnick, 
Canosia Township Supervisor, through Canosia’s town 
hall.  The Pike Lake Association extends our gratitude 
to Canosia Township for playing such a key role in Pike 
Lake’s AIS mitigation efforts.

Upcoming Events
• May 26, 7pm Annual Business Meeting - Canosia 

Town Hall 
• July 4, 8-10am Pancake Breakfast - AAA auto club & 

Riley’s Pontoon Parade (12pm)
• July 31, 9:30 Golf, followed by Picnic at 11:30 (more 

info to follow)

Free July 4th Pancake Breakfast
Family,  friends and community members are invited 
to the  Pike Lake AAA auto club for a Free July 4th 
Community Breakfast, from 8-10 am.

This event is made possible by your Pike Lake  
Association members. We encourage, welcome and 
appreciate any help from the community as this event is 
growing larger each year!

Non-perishable food and donations collected for our 
local food shelf.

Please contact Dianne Ahlers 729-7300, with ideas, 
questions or volunteering we would love to have more 
community involvement.

DNR Boating Regulation Changes 
See the Pike Lake website for a summary of 2016 
boating regulation changes: 
http://www.pikelakeassociation.org/dnr-boating-laws/ 
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President’s Message
It’s that time of year again; we have a receding snowline, 
the lawns are taking on a hew of green, and ice went out 
a few days back marking the annual migration of docks 
from our lawns back into the lake. This also signals a 
marked increase in activities of your Pike Lake Association.  
Thanks to our environmental team, Canosia Supervisors 
and the generous financial support by our members, the 
highly successful invasive species inspection program, 
administered by Canosia Township, will once again be 
offered at the public landing beginning mid-May.  In 
adition, our Director of Special Events, Dianne Ahlers, has 
already began plans for the annual Fourth of July picnic 
and Riley Family boat parade sponsored by the Pike Lake 
Association.  Dianne is looking for volunteers to help 
insure the success of this highly popular gathering; Please 
give her a call.  The month of May also signals the annual 
business meeting of the Pike Lake Association where we 
will elect a new slate of officers for the coming year.  

Before I hand the position of President of the Pike Lake 
Association to my successor, Larry and Sue Modean, I’d 
like to publicly acknowledge and thank the dedicated 
efforts of our officers with whom I was fortunate to 
work with these past two years.  As mentioned above, 
Past President Brian Mirsch, who is also completing his 
term as Director of Environment & Safety, has been a 
stalwart in developing and sustaining our invasive species 
inspection program.  But Brian’s contributions to the Pike 
Lake Association go far beyond this, he is also responsible 
for generating interest and funding for the chloride-
monitoring program that is described elsewhere in this 
newsletter and will be launched this summer. Brian’s 
insights and dedication to environmental quality of our 
lake cannot be overstated. 

Many of our Pike Lake Association officers are content 
to remain in the shadows with little public notice.  For 
example, Sue Voss, our association Secretary doesn’t 
miss a word - literally.  Sue keeps immaculate minutes 
of all Pike Lake Association meetings, which become a 
permanent part of our record. Not enough can be said for 
having someone so diligent in documenting the history of 
our association  - we all owe you a deep debt of gratitude 
Sue.  We are very thankful that the Treasurer for the Pike 
Lake Association, Steve Hennessy, is an under-spoken but 
key member of our leadership.  It is my experience that 
about the only time the treasurer is outspoken is when 
the organization is in financial straits.  Thanks to Steve’s 
watchful eye these past several years, the association 
remains in strong financial status.   With any organization 
it’s easy to overlook those individuals who keep the roll 
of our members.  Tom Whittaker and Dick Olson break 
this mold.  Both have been incessant in recruiting new 

businesses and individual memberships to the Pike Lake 
Association.  They are the heart of our discussions of 
how to best reach out to our growing community to 
increase not only membership, but also engagement in 
the Pike Lake Association. It is dedication such as this that 
keeps the organization running.  Finally, seldom to you 
hear her name but it is Linnea Mirsch, Director of IT and 
Communications, who sits behind the scenes and quietly 
puts together and publishes the newsletter and manages 
the web site for the Pike Lake Association.  

Of course, I can’t close without mentioning the endless 
dedication of Dianne Ahlers, our Director of Special 
Events.  Without her energy and attention to detail the 
Pike Lake Association would be not much more than a 
simple, boring not-for-profit special interest group.  It’s 
because of Dianne, and all the volunteers who step 
forward under her direction, that we have such a vibrant 
social component of our association; Our banquets, 
picnics and golf outings (organized by John Sorci) are 
proof of that and it is Dianne that makes sure these 
happen.  Not only does she coordinate the plans, she 
also solicits and makes many of the silent auction items 
and raffle prizes, and if you arrive early you will see that 
it is Dianne and Steve who unload their truck of tables, 
grills, and assorted supplies for set-up and then reload for 
storing until the next picnic or banquet. I cannot imagine 
having such a robust social program without someone 
with Dianne’s commitment and energy – thank you Dianne 
for all you do for the association.  

A final group of individuals I’d like to recognize and thank 
are the members of the PLAWCS Task Force, which was 
established this past year to represent the interests 
of the Pike Lake Association to the PLAWCS Board.  
Members of the Task Force include Tom Whittaker, Mark 
Rauschenfels, Dianne Ahlers and Gordon Butler.  Thank 
you for the time devoted to these important discussions.

In closing I want to thank you all for this opportunity to 
work with such a committed group of officers to serve 
the needs and interest of the Pike Lake Association.  I 
also want to encourage all members to attend the annual 
business meeting of the association May 26 at 7:00 pm 
at the Canosia Town Hall where we will elect a new Vice 
President, Treasurer, and Director of Environment and 
Safety.  I urge each of you to consider becoming involved 
with this stellar group of volunteers by serving any of 
these positions essential to the success of the Pike Lake 
Association by contacting Tom Whittaker or myself.  Thank 
you and I look forward to greeting you in person at our 
business meeting.

Sincerely, Ken Wallace, President



2016 Chloride/Water Flow Research
High concentrations of chloride in lakes can become 
harmful for humans, aquatic organisms and vegetation. 
Chloride is a conservative pollutant, meaning it will 
not react to form a non-hazardous by-product or settle 
out.  Chloride concentrations can only be affected by 
the movement of water through the watershed. 

Pike Lake experienced an increase in chloride 
concentration over the past 33 years. This summer, 
a graduate student from university of Minnesota 
Duluth will be studying the inputs and outputs of both 
chloride and water to Pike Lake to determine how 
much chloride is being introduced to the lake and 
estimate how long it remains in the lake. The ultimate 
goal of this study is to understand the rate of increase 
in chloride concentration in Pike Lake and estimate 
a time frame over which attempts to alleviate the 
problem would be effective. Additionally, protocols 
for procuring samples and data will be documented in 
such a way that they can be replicated, so the Citizen 
Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP) can continue to 
conduct regular chloride monitoring for Pike Lake.

The Pike Lake Association will be assisting the effort 
with the procurement of monitoring equipment and 
supplies.  In addition, the recommended monitoring 
techniques will be continued under the supervision of 
the Association from this year forward. 

Treasurer’s Report
Stephen M. Hennessy, Treasurer

As of April 21, 2016, we have a general ledger Balance 
of  $ 14,694.26.  We also have a Certificate of Deposit 
at Republic Bank in the approximate amount of  
$10,931 ( @ .550 % per year) in reserve in case we 
should incur any extraordinary expenses.  Our typical  
yearly major expenses are  3 to 4  newsletters per 
year @  $ 750 per newsletter and our Invasive Species 
Inspection Program at an estimated cost of  $7,500 
per year, which may be less due to grant funding. The 
augmented grant funding will allow us to invest in 
Chloride monitoring equipment.   

The significant cost of environmental protection is 
offset by the extremely generous annual contribution 
of  $5,000 from Ms. Mary Dwan.   

Membership and PLAWCS Report 
Tom Whittaker

As of April 25, 2016, 96 households have paid their 
2016 Residential Membership dues, and 12 have paid 
their 2017 Residential Membership dues. Also, as of 
that date, 20 businesses have paid their 2016 Business 
Membership dues, and 3 have paid their 2017 dues. 
In addition, members have contributed $575 toward 
the public landing boat inspection fund. We sincerely 
appreciate the reliable support of these local residents 
and businesses. It helps us support the community we 
are all a part of, and protect the wonderful lake we all 
benefit from.

Unfortunately, the payment of dues is not the only 
obligation we have as members of the Pike Lake 
community. We need volunteers. We have two  
leadership openings this year: Vice President( and 
President-Elect) and Treasurer (we have a volunteer 
for the position of Environmental and Safety Director). 
It is proving to be very difficult to recruit people to fill 
these positions, even though none of them takes more 
time per month that it takes to watch one Twins game 
on television. If any of you is willing to volunteer to fill 
one of these positions, call me on 729-5025.

One final note. We have some new businesses in the 
community: The Red Goose Coffee Shop and the 
Swank Spa and Salon on the corner of the Midway 
Road, and HWY 53; and the Cast Iron Grill in the 
completely rebuilt LeGrand building (soft opening on 
May 5). Please patronize these businesses. They are 
part of the commercial heart of our community.

PLAWCS: No earth-shattering news this month; 
however it is significant that Dan Golen has been 
elected a Canosia Township Supervisor and in that 
capacity will be a member of the PLAWCS Joint Powers 
Board. Dan is the first supervisor from either township 
who is a PLAWCS user. He will bring a new perspective 
to the board. At the same time, we are sad to see 
Scott leave the board. He has been willing to listen to 
Pike Lake Association concerns, and a partner in the 
pursuit of grant funds for the public landing inspection 
program. 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 
Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com 



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing; 
Environmental testing and reporting

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast, Riley’s 4th of 
July Watercraft Parade

• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets

• Continual community updates and information; 
Political updates and review

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Continued on the back...

SuperOne
FOODS

4402 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 

218-722-0810

Reliable Ins ad.indd   1 1/14/2013   7:49:34 AM

116 W. Superior St, Duluth, MN 55802 • duluthsign.com
p 218-722-2569 • c 218-428-4973 • randerson@duluthsign.com  

Rob Anderson • Vice President



• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM

(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com
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OF 

AWNINGS 
BOAT TOPS AND 

ANYTHING
 MADE OF INDUSTRIAL & 
RECREATIONAL FABRICS

REPAIRS OF ALL
TYPES

114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211

Email: sales@stewarttaylorprinting.com
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$20.00 off purchase over $200.00 with coupon.
Not valid with any other offers.

Your Closest Location for the
Best Pizza in the Northland!

5106 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, Mn.

218-729-7227
$2.00 off any 16” pizza with this coupon

Family. Friends. Traditions.
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