
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

Serving the Pike Lake Watershed 
visit: pikelakeassociation.org

Published by the Pike Lake Area Association
Summer 2016 Newsletter 

Mark Your Calendar: 
PLA Picnic & Golf Event 
Come out and Celebrate Summer with  your friends 
and neighbors, at the AAA Auto Club on Sunday, July 
31st. 

10:00 am Golf Event Shotgun start 
(teams should arrive at 9:30 to check in to be ready)
12:00 -2:00pm Picnic 

The PLA will provide grilled burgers,and bratwurst 
and beverages. We are asking the community to bring 
their favorite picnic treats.

Last names beginning with A-H bring hot dishes 
• beans, cheesy potatoes  etc.)
Last names beginning with  I-P bring salads 
• jello, vegetable,lettuce
Last names beginning with Q-Z bring desserts

Purchase a great silent auction gift from our local 
business, and chances to win valuable raffle items. All 
funds go into our  inspection program. 
 
Help is always happily welcomed. 
Contract Dianne Ahlers 729-7300

PLA Golf Event 
(To be called the Jim Kaake Golf Classic, for the future)

Event is:  9 Hole,  4-5 Person Scramble  (BEST BALL)
Note:  There is no cost to play in the tournament other 
than the green fees the course charges.

There will be prizes awarded for an event on every 
hole as well as 1st and 2nd place team scores. 
Mulligans will be sold for $10.00/ team allowing each 

player to use a mulligan.  All the money from the sale 
of the Mulligans will be drawn for at the picnic, 1 
team getting 75%, the second team getting 25% of the 
money (hard cash).   

Get your team of  friends, relatives, family  and sign 
up before July 26th.  The Fabulous Pike Lake Picnic will 
begin right after the Golf is done.  This should be a 
great day of fun for the whole family.

Sign Up Info:   E-Mail or call John Sorci:    
johnsorci@msn.com      218-591-0825

Recap of Annual Meeting 
The annual Pike Lake Association Business Meeting on 
May 26 was well attended.  We particularly wish to 
thank Gene Stevens, Fire Chief for Canosia Township, 
for making his facilities available to the PLA.  In 
addition to the business of the Treasurer’s report 
and report by the various standing committees and 
task forces, new leadership was elected by those in 
attendance.  Larry Modean was elected President of 
the Pike Lake Association and Tom Whittaker Vice-
President.  These are both 2-year terms effective 
immediately.  We are especially grateful to both 
Bob Idziorek for accepting nomination and election 
as Chair to the Environment and Safety Committee 
and Mark Rauschenfels as Treasurer, both of whom 
generously agreed to fulfill the remaining terms of 
their predecessors, Brian Mirsch (serving in an interim 
capacity) and Steve Hennesey, respectively.

With these elections the Pike Lake Association 
continues to be served by a strong and highly 
dedicated Board.  We look forward to building on the 
success of our association.  Thank you. 

 Pike Lake Preserver



This is our Number One Enemy!
Bob Idziorek, Environmental Committee Chair

I thought a quick review of the facts for our members
and our non-member neighbors of why we are going 
through such an effort to keep this out of our lake. 

Eurasian Watermilfoil is an invasive, submersed 
aquatic plant that was first introduced to North 
America from Europe. Spreading primarily by 
overland boat transport to over 45 U.S. states, it 
began occurring in midwestern lakes between the 
1950s and 1980s. 

In 1987, the first discovery of Eurasian Watermilfoil in 
Minnesota was found in Lake Minnetonka. Since then, 
it has spread to over 112 water bodies statewide.

Eurasian Watermilfoil may…
• Increase boat repair and maintenance costs
• Cause a decline in native plant diversity 
• Depress real estate values  $$$
• Inhibit water circulation
• Reduce the levels of dissolved oxygen
• Reduce the number of invertebrates (fish  
             food) 
• Have three to four times less fish versus native 
             plant beds
• Cause significant increases in permanent pool 
             mosquitoes

In a 2014 study, property values decreased 19% 
in milfoil infected lakes. Do the math for our 
community?

New PLA President 
My name is Larry Modean, the new president of the 
Pike Lake Association.  My wife Sue and I moved to the 
Pike Lake area in 1976.  We have raised three daughters 
and consider ourselves very lucky to be able to live 
in this area.  I think the social events the association 
holds are very important to the community and hope 
there are ideas out there for new ones.  There are many 
volunteers who work very hard to make these events 
successful.  These volunteers are appreciated. 

(New PLA President continued)
There are plans for hiking and biking trails being looked 
at and the PLAWCS debt will be retired in the near 
future. Both subjects could use a lot more community 
input. 

When Pike Lake Area Wastewater Collection System 
(PLAWCS) is debt free things will change for all the users.  
There are so many questions; is the administration going 
to change, how will rates be affected, etc.  I don’t think 
anybody has good answers to these and the many other 
questions but we need to be asking.  As the community 
of PLAWCS users the more involved we are the stronger 
out voice will be. 

Communication through the association newsletter, 
run by another overworked volunteer, is one way to 
stay in touch, another is attendance at social events 
and meetings.  If you are not already a member, please 
consider joining.  The 4th of July breakfast is a great 
time and place to join and make sure your questions and 
suggestions are heard.  I’ll see you there, I’ll be behind 
the grill. 

Membership and PLAWCS Report 
Tom Whittaker, Vice President

PLA Membership
As of June 22 2016, 98 households have paid their 
2016 Residential Membership dues, and 17 have paid 
their 2017 Residential Membership dues. This is about 
where we were last year at this time. Also, as of this 
date, 25 businesses have paid their 2016 Business 
Membership dues, and 3 have paid their 2017 dues. 
In addition, members have contributed $585 toward 
the public landing boat inspection fund. We sincerely 
appreciate the reliable support of these local residents 
and businesses. It helps us support the community we 
are all a part of, and protect the wonderful lake we all 
benefit from. It does make one wonder, however, why 
the rest of the 430 or so households that make up the 
Pike Lake community have not joined our association. 
Speaking of the 330 or so households that have not 
joined, we expect to 20 to 30 of them to pay their dues 
between now and July 31, based on 2014 and 2015 
results, with the July 4th breakfast being the occasion 
when many people catch up. We expect 1 to 4 more 
Business memberships in the same time frame. We 
should end up with about 130 Residential members, 
and 26 to 30 Business memberships.

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 
Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com 



(Membership and PLAWCS continued)
Speaking of business memberships, we have some 
new businesses in the community. Budget Economy 
Tires and Service and the Cast Iron Grill in the 
completely rebuilt LeGrand building have joined our 
association. I have patronized Budget Economy Tires 
and Service and recommend it highly. They offer great 
service at fair prices. The Cast Iron Grill has exceeded 
expectations. The facility is beautiful, the food is good, 
and the service is excellent. They expect to finish their 
restaurant (only the bar is open now) in the next few 
weeks, and thereby complete their restoration as our 
local watering hole and destination supper club. Please 
check them out. You will reconnect with your friends 
and neighbors.

Don’t forget your other businesses in the meantime. 
One you may not patronize, unless you are a golfer is 
the AAA Golf and Recreation Center, otherwise known 
as the Auto Club. They are a core member of the Pike 
Lake community, and deserving of your patronage. 
Recent developments include:

• Paul Laulunen is retiring as manager 
of the facility, and Ellari Aune has taken his 
place. Ellari comes to us from the Nemadji 
Golf Course where she has been for 3 years.
• Ellari is planning on a full-court 
press on youth golf. The Auto Club is a 
wonderful place to learn the game, as 
evidenced by the success of the Sundbom 
boys, and she wants to make youth 
participation a hallmark of the facility.
• The club no longer sells alcoholic 
beverages. AAA has been on a decades-
long campaign against drinking and driving, 
and they want the Auto Club to reflect that 
commitment.
• AAA has replaced or upgraded every 
structure in the place over the last few 
years. We really appreciate their support.
• New facilities include Disc Golf and 
a driving cage. 
• There are now enough golf carts for 
almost every occasion.
• We are holding our July 4th 
breakfast in the Caddy Shack (AAA is 
forgiving all entry fees), and our Annual 
Picnic in the Pavilion on July 31 (PLA is 
paying the entry fees).

The golf course is as good as any in the area, but as 
good as it is the family recreation area is even better. 
A controlled access area with a lifeguard monitored 
sand beach, food and beverage service, showers, 
bathrooms, volleyball, horseshoes, and weather 
proof cabanas is unique in our area-and it is in our 
community.

PLAWCS
No earth-shattering news this month either. Mark 
Rauschenfels, Dianne Ahlers, and I still attend PLAWCS 
meetings. We now receive advance copies of financial 
reports so we can participate in, and learn about 
PLAWCS financial management. Kurt Brooks, Canosia 
Township Supervisor, is the new Chair, and he brings 
a new attention to detail to the position. There are no 
major operating problems, and both the capital fund 
and the debt service fund are in excellent shape. The 5 
lift stations are undergoing thorough inspections, and 
scheduled maintenance. In short, your sewer system 
is working well, and is being well-managed by the 
PLAWCS Joint Powers Board. 

 

* Please note that the PLA Fiscal Year is June 1-May 31
** Canosia Township manages the Inspection Program for the 
Pike Lake landing. PLA prepaid summer 2015 program costs 
with a check of $7500 in May, 2015. After final accounting of 
the summer 2015 Inspection program, $1,250.91 remained 
and will be applied to the summer 2016 inspection program. 

Pike Lake Association  
Financial Report Summary Fiscal Year End 2016* 
 

Beginning Checking balance 6/1/2015  8,312.14

Income:   
   Memberships     6,975.00 
   Tshirt sales     326.00 
   Dwan Environment Gift   5,000.00 
   Interest Income    5.23 
Total Income     12,306.23
 

Expenses:**  
   Six Newsletters / Mailings   -4,024.96 
   Events-July 4th, Fall,Winter Banquets  -1,287.52 
   MN Lakes Assoc. Membership Dues  -300.00  
   PLA Web page    -96.00 
Total Expenses     -5,708.48

Ending Checking balance 5/31/2016  14,909.89
   

Reserve Fund Certificate of Deposit    10,931.00
  

PLA Checking & Reserve Fund Total   25,840.89 
     



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing; 
Environmental testing and reporting

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast, Riley’s 4th of 
July Watercraft Parade

• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets

• Continual community updates and information; 
Political updates and review

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Continued on the back...

SuperOne
FOODS

4402 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 

218-722-0810

Reliable Ins ad.indd   1 1/14/2013   7:49:34 AM



• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM

(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com

60Years 
of Serving

Our
Community
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114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211

Email: sales@stewarttaylorprinting.com
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$20.00 off purchase over $200.00 with coupon.
Not valid with any other offers.

Your Closest Location for the
Best Pizza in the Northland!

5106 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, Mn.

218-729-7227
$2.00 off any 16” pizza with this coupon

Family. Friends. Traditions.
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