
BOAT PARADE NOW AT 3 PM! 

President’s Report 
Exciting things are happening.  There will be a 4th 
of July breakfast. There will be a boat parade with 
the possibility of a fly over. (Kathy Tanski is working 
on the flyover).  The Canosia town board is 
allowing us to use the town hall parking lot for the 
breakfast.  This will provide access to electricity, 
refrigeration and financial support.  Thank you 
Canosia Township.  The breakfast is free but please 
bring a food and/or cash donations for area food 
shelves.  The breakfast starts at 8 a.m. and ends at 
10 a.m. 
 
At the annual meeting the timing of the boat 
parade was questioned. Most felt it was too rushed 
to start at noon and we voted to change it to 3pm. 
 
The AAA Pike Lake recreational center is officially 
for sale.  AAA sent representatives to Canosia and 
they spent the day with board members.  They 
pledged to work with the township and to consider 
the wishes of the residents of the community. We 
greatly appreciate Canosia Township’s efforts in 
this matter. 
 
If the Pike Lake recreation area changes drastically 
it will be a big loss for the community.  There were 
90 young people in the youth golf league, plus all 
the people who are not youthful in the other 
leagues.  Where else do kids from this area who do 
not have lake access swim? It seems that everyone 
has memories of the “Auto Club", such as family 
reunions and picnics.  
 
In times like this, we all benefit from more voices 
and more members.  We are all lucky to live in this 
beautiful community.  See you at the breakfast. 

4th of July Details 
Community Breakfast is on!  8am until 10 am. All 
donations of food and money will go to the local 
food shelf programs. Pike lake membership can 
also be paid at this time. This is a community 
event. Your help and suggestions are always 
welcome. 

Dianne Ahlers 729-7300 

 

Why did Pike Lake Turn Green?  

Doug Jensen, AIS Program Coordinator, University of 
Minnesota Sea Grant Program, excerpts rerun from 2013.  

 
In spring 2012, Pike Lake residents witnessed (the 
first) bloom of filamentous algae called spirogyra. 
While there is no direct evidence, the bloom was 
likely caused, in part, by zebra mussels. Why? 
Zebra mussels are filter feeders. A zebra mussel 
about the size of your thumbnail can filter about 
one liter of water per day. As the population 
increases into thousands of tiny filters per square 
meter, they can consume green algae 
(phytoplankton) that provides food for aquatic 
animals and fish. One could say that they “clear the 
bases” by “stealing” food from the “plate” of fish 
and other aquatic life. Clearer water means that 

ALGAE BLOOM -  On June 12, 2017 Elaine 

Ruzycki of the Center for Water & the Environment from 

the Natural Resources Research Institute examined a 

specimen of Pike Lakes current algae bloom. She 

identified the algae as Spirogyra, a genus of filamentous 

green algae. Spirogyra can be found in most any lake or 

pond.   This type of algae is not dangerous to humans.  

However high concentrations are a nuisance and can 

clog filter intakes. 
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more light energy reaches the bottom, which 
stimulates the production of things like spirogyra.  
 
Once green algae is ”benched,” spare phosphorus 
can result in:  

• harmful algal blooms, including toxic blue-
green algae  

• excess filamentous algae, and/or  
• excess aquatic plant growth.  

 
For Pike Lake, it is likely that zebra mussels 
stripped out at least some of the good green algae. 
Their appetites left sufficient phosphorus to cause 
a filamentous algae bloom. Blooms of filamentous 
algae and diatoms on the bottoms of lakes and 
rivers are well-known consequences of zebra 
mussel infestations due to increased water clarity 
and excess phosphorus. Record warm summer 
temperatures and runoff from the Solstice Storm 
likely washed in an extra load of phosphorus in 
2012 creating the perfect “line-up.”  
 
Fortunately, Pike Lake avoided a toxic blue-green 
algae bloom, which can happen in high-phosphorus 
waters that zebra mussels have invaded. As excess 
aquatic plant and algae blooms die, they sink to 
the bottom as dead organic matter. Bacteria 
decompose this matter and use up valuable oxygen 
creating anoxic (low oxygen) areas. In Lake Erie, 
invasive mussels have caused a “dead zone” where 
oxygen and life is scarce. Induced algae blooms due 
to invasive mussels have triggered botulism 
outbreaks killing tens of thousands of loons and 
other waterfowl in the Great Lakes since 1998.  
 
Pike Lake has reduced much of the excessive 
phosphorus that might have entered the lake by 
diverting sewage into the municipal sanitary 
system. This veteran play is likely helping to 
minimize the algae blooms that might have 
occurred given the zebra mussel infestation. Like 
protecting against runs in baseball, even the best 
of teams don’t always get a “shutout” in 
preventing the spread of harmful aquatic invasive 
species. Games can be won with veterans (e.g. 
sanitary system hook-up), but it often takes singles 
by all the players on the team to protect a lake.  
 

Ways to Minimize Your Phosphorus Input: 
 

• Test your turf before adding fertilizer to 
make sure it is needed.  

• Leave lawn clippings on the lawn to reduce 
the need for fertilizer.  

• Prevent lawn clippings and weed-whacking 
remnants from spraying into the lake. 

• Rein in the rain by installing rain gardens or 
barrels to hold back or recycle water.  

• Wash cars on the lawn not on impermeable 
driveway surfaces.  

• Shore up the water’s edge by leaving buffer 
strips of vegetation.  

 

PLAWACS Report -Tom Whittaker 

Mark Rauschenfels, Diane Ahlers, and I attend 
most PLAWCS meetings. Highlights: 

 Excellent, constructive relationship between 
the PLAWCS Joint Powers Board and the Pike 
Lake Association continues. We were asked to 
help develop a fee structure for new system 
users, which we did. The cost will be about 
$23,000 at this point. 

 Jay Crilly continues as the service technician 
for the system. His phone number is 464-8243. 

 The board has given go-ahead for a major 
effort to rebuild the second lift station. The 
project should ensure reliable operation for 10 
to 15 years. The capital account which we have 
all been contributing to has more than enough 
reserves to cover the cost. 
 

No change in the Grand Lake Township position 
that the system will be turned over to the users 

Bushel of Grass = 30-50 lbs of Algae  

According to the Northeast Wisconsin Stormwater 

Coalition, one bushel of fresh grass clippings can 

contain 0.1 pounds of phosphorus which if it ends up in 

Pike Lake is enough to produce 30 to 50 pounds of 

algae. When mowing your yard, make certain that you 

do not blow grass clipping into the lake or even the 

street.  Please keep your clippings on the lawn.  



Pike Lake Association  

Financial Report Summary

Fiscal Year Ending May 2017

Beginning Checking balance 6/1/2016 14,909.89

Income:  

   Memberships 4,915.00

   July 4th Food shelf donations 952.00

   July picnic silent auction 905.00

   July picnic raffle 197.00

   Events - Fall Banquet 536.00

   Events - Winter Banquet 575.00

   Dwan Environment Gift 1,000.00

   Lundeen Memorial 3,825.00

   Exotic Species Prevention Program 440.00

   CD Redemption 10,997.34

   Interest Income 7.91

Total Income 24,350.25

Expenses:

   Newsletters / Mailings 2,185.27

   Events- July 4th breakfast 588.64

   Events- July 4th Food Shelf donations 952.00

   Events- July picnic 562.77

   Events - Fall Banquet 688.24

   Events - Winter Banquet 575.00

   Events - grill 1,255.51

   MN Lakes Assoc. Membership Dues 150.00  

   Environmental 1,173.78

   Membership billing 296.78

   AAA Club Property Sale Legal Work 486.00

   CD purchase 15,000.00

   PLA Web page 96.00

Total Expenses 24,009.99

Ending Checking balance 05/31/2017 15,250.15

Reserve Fund Certificate of Deposit  15,000.00

PLA Checking & Reserve Fund Total  30,250.15

   

  

   

when the initial cost is paid; however Kevin 
Comnick, Canosia Township Supervisor is 
encouraging us the think about whether we really 
want to operate the system when we get through 
paying for it in about 2 years. He suggested that 
the legal and operational issues are significant. 
 

PLAA Membership -Tom Whittaker 

As of June 6, 2017 103  households have paid their 
2017 Residential Membership dues, and; 25 local 
businesses have paid their 2017 dues. We expect 
to end up with 130 Residential Memberships, and 
29 Business Memberships. We sincerely appreciate 
the reliable support of these local residents and 
businesses. It enables us to support the community 
we are all a part of, and protect the wonderful lake 
we all benefit from.  

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History Corner 
Sue Voss, Canosia Historical Society, All information 
taken from the book CANOSIA TOWNSHIP AND PIKE 
LAKE by Katherine Adams and Mary Schrock. 

Since the AAA closed their doors to us so suddenly 
I thought you might be interested in how it came 
to be out here in the first place.  The Duluth Auto 
Club was founded in 1905. The Miller Trunk Hwy. 
was the first paved road from Duluth to Midway 
Rd.  With so many recreational lakes in the area 
the Auto Club wanted a clubhouse in the area.  In 
1920 they looked at property on Grand Lake, 
Schultz Lake, Pike Lake.   

The property of the Howard Kendall family (Mrs. 
Kendall died in the 1918 fire) looked more 
attractive than all the others.  The Kendalls had a 
hotel and stagecoach service on the property.  The 
grounds and old Kendall Hotel needed lots of work.  
A wraparound porch was enclosed with windows, a 
fireplace, kitchen and washrooms were added.  
The main dining room was a spacious 15 ft. by 75 
ft. room.  A generator provided electric lights for 
the clubhouse as well as a large bath house near 
the lake.  The grounds were landscaped for picnics 
and parking.   

At the grand opening in June, 1921, 2000 people 
attended and heard speeches by Duluth Mayor 
Snively, Judge Magney, plus, Otto Swanstrom, 
president of the Auto Club.  Mr. Swanstrom talked 
about the progress of motor travel and increased 
summer recreation.  A dramatic cannon salute 
during the ceremony signaled the start of a long 
association between Pike Lake and the Auto Club.     

 

2017-2018 PLA Board of Directors  
President – Larry Modean 729.7772 
Vice President – Tom Whittaker 729.5025 
Past President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459 
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304 
Treasurer –Mark Rauschenfels 729.6011 
Special Events – Dianne Ahlers 729.7300 
Membership– Tom & Arlene Whittaker 343.3765 
Membership/Commercial – Dick Olson 
Environment & Safety –Bob Idziorek 310.9452 
IT/Communications –Kris Hagemeyer 729.7931 
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Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits! 
• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing; 

• Continual community updates and 
information; 
Political updates and review;  

• Environmental testing and reporting;  • Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets; and  
• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast, Riley’s 4th 
of July Watercraft Parade;  

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic.  

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
 
Mail your membership check to:  
PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811. 
 
Member Name:  
Phone Number: 
Address: 
Email: 
 
$35 annual fee enclosed ($50 for business members) $_________ 
Optional: Additional amount enclosed to help fund the Exotic Species Prevention Program $________ 
Total enclosed: $_________ 
 
Issues that most affect you: 
 
 
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway 
Cleanup --- Other: 

http://www.pikelakenews.org/

