
President’s Report 
Larry Modean 
 
Dewey Johnson, Grand Lake board member and St. Louis 

County 911 supervisor, hosted a PLAA board meeting at our 

local St. Louis County emergency communication center.  This 

center is in our community just west of the Midway Rd. on Old 

Miller Trunk highway.  This facility is equipped to handle all 

emergency communications in case of a failure of other parts 

of the system.  It is completely self-sufficient, including its 

own source of power and many computer terminals.  This 

facility also houses the SLC Sheriff's Volunteer Rescue Squad. 

 

Rick Slatten, director of the squad, gave us a presentation 

regarding this volunteer organization.  Also helping were, 

Alaina Gacek and Matt Nylund, who are volunteer squad 

members, who gave us a tour of the whole center and its 

equipment.  Wow, it's amazing the number of and capacity of 

the rescue vehicles.  It was fun to see; a swamp buggy, an air 

boat, zodiacs, side scan sonar, and much more.   

 

This is a great asset for this county.  I had no idea of the skills, 

training, and size of this organization.  There are seventy-five 

members who are trained on at least 20 specific skills.  There 

is a board at the facility that shows all of their names and what 

level of proficiency they have achieved on each of the 

skills.  These volunteers receive no monetary compensation, 

no pension, and yet there is a waiting list for 

membership.  This program is completely funded by donations 

and grants.  There must be some magic with this organization 

to have a waiting list for a non-paid position.  The sense of 

caring, pride, and "family," shown by the people we met must 

be part of the magic. 

 

What do they do?  They do everything the fire departments, 

sheriffs, ambulance personnel and other law enforcement 

agencies aren't trained for, have the necessary equipment for, 

nor the necessary person power to do the job.  The sheriff's 

dept. is responsible for all county water rescue, so this is the 

rescue squad’s primary objective.  Person searches, plane 

crashes, auto accidents and body recoveries are all part of their 

duty.  This year they will receive 400 calls.  That is correct 

400.             

 

The two young people who gave us the tour were involved in, 

"unfolding," a plane in a swamp to the point they could cut 

open the plane and recover the pilot's body.  Something most 

of us would not want to deal with.  I will be inviting Mr. 

Slatten to present to our organization.  I hear the whole group 

works for pizza, so if we have some available, he might agree 

to present.  It may not happen this fall, but we hope to do that 

soon. 

 

The Pike Lake Association thanks Canosia Township for 

another successful season managing Pike Lake’s AIS 

Inspection program. The Canosia town board financed and ran 

the landing inspection program for another successful 

year.  The township board is much appreciated for being 

leaders who strive to protect our precious water resources. A 

special thanks also is in order to the inspectors for a job well 

done! You may direct any AIS Inspection Programs questions 

to Kevin L. Comnick, Canosia Supervisor @ 590-6473 

comnick@msn.com. 

 

Our Fall banquet is coming Oct. 9th.  Cory Johnson, director 

of the new Veteran's Cemetery will speak with us at the 

banquet.  I think it is always good to get to know our 

neighbors.  We also need to vote on the wording for definition 

of a PLAA member and review dates for our 4 major events 

and 3 newsletters. 

 

See you at the Cast Iron. 

 
By Law Proposed Changes 
 
The following proposed revision to the by-laws will be 

discussed and voted on at the October banquet.  A 

complete version of the existing by laws can be found at 

the Pike Lake Area Association website 

https://www.pikelakeassociation.org/pla-bylaws 

 

Proposed additions in bold, deletions lined out: 

 

 

Article II Membership, Section 3, change to the 

following: A voting member shall be any household or 

business owning an interest in land on, or contiguous 

to Pike Lake (the Lake), or in the Townships of Canosia 

or Grand Lake, St. Louis County, Minnesota ,  who is a 

PLAWCS user and paying regular dues.  A non-voting 

member shall be any household or business who is not 

a PLAWCS user and paying regular dues. 
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Pike Lake Area Association 
Fall Banquet 

 

Wednesday, October 9, 2019 

 
The Cast Iron 

(formerly: The LeGrande) 

 

Happy hour – 5:30 pm 

Buffet Dinner - 6:00 

 

 

Please RSVP to Dianne Ahlers - 729-7300. 
 
 

Canosia/PLAA July 4th Breakfast 
Dianne Ahlers 
 
Our 4th of July breakfast is an ever-growing event each 

year.  This year there were well over 300 people served. I 

would like to welcome all and add a huge thank you to 

those who are stepping up to help with this event. It has 

turned into a great community outing. 

There was 86 pounds of food and $1104 donated.  The 

money taken in goes directly to our community needs, as 

well as the food received goes into the local food shelf. 

All going to good causes within our very own township. 

The Canosia town hall is such a perfect setting, rain or 

shine, we fit into this space nicely. Thank you to our 

volunteer firemen for sharing this facility with the 

residents. A sincere Thank you to all for the success of 

this great event. 

 

 

History Corner 
Sue Voss 
 

As I was thumbing through a Canosia Township history 

book of news clippings, I found an article about our Pike 

Lake Area Association from 1991. 

 

The president, at that time, was Dr. Martin Hinz, 

vice president was Betty Santa, Bob Idziorek was the 

treasurer and Dorothy Lutz was a director.  The 

environmental committee was chaired by Curt 

Anderson.  Dr. Hinz, Betty Santa, and Dr. Idziorek are 

still on the lake, but Bob will soon move with his wife to 

Washington state.  The Lutz’ retired to St. Peter, MN and 

the whereabouts of Curt Anderson are unknown to me. 

 

Also, in the history context, I received a call from 

Marsha Endahl Kramer from Texas.  Her family was 

from Duluth and she stayed here, at Pike Lake, with her 

female cousin and her grandparents.  She last was here 

when she was 15 years old. She is in her 70’s now.  She 

is going to be visiting Minnesota and the area 

and wondered if I could help her find the home of her 

grandparents.  Her grandfather’s name was Herman 

Johnson. He owned the Five and Dime in West 

Duluth.  We have a copy of the old  

Pike Lake map which shows the property names from the 

50’s and found H. Johnson’s name on the southwest side 

of Pike Lake.   

 

I called Dick Olsen, our friend who wrote the true 

story about the robbery at Pike Lake in the last 

newsletter.  Dick had a stroke, but his speech and 

memory are wonderful.  Turns out, the Olsen’s lived 2 

doors from the Herman Johnson’s at that time.  He didn’t 

remember the girls.  This started two months ago and last 

week Marsha showed up with 3 roses for me.  She 

had visited the house, now the Voglers’, and was just 

thrilled.   She is the type of person who can make going 

to the grocery store seem like the chance of a lifetime! 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Mark Rauschenfels 
 

Pike Lake Area Association    

Financial Report Summary   
Calendar Year End 2019 

    

Beginning Checking balance 1/1/2019  19,875.63 

Income:    

   Memberships-Residential 2,815.00  

   Memberships-Business 400.00  

   July 4th Food cash donations 1,104.00  

   Events - Spring Banquet 643.50  

   Exotic Species Prevention Program 385.00  

   Interest Income 6.87  

Total Income  5,354.37 

Expenses:   

   Newsletters / Mailings 527.83  

   Events- Pike Lake Rummage Sale 35.55  

   Events- July 4th breakfast 910.21  

   Events - Spring Banquet 686.25  

   Pike Lake School PIE donation 802.00  

   MN Lakes Assoc. Membership Dues 150.00   

   Environmental 600.00  

   Membership placards 54.44  

   PLA Web page 96.00  

Total Expenses  3,862.28 

Ending Checking balance 08/31/2019  21,367.72 

Reserve Fund Certificate of Deposit    15,076.44 

PLA Checking & Reserve Fund Total   36,444.16 
 



   

  
Tire Removal and Clean-up 
Mark Rauschenfels 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

This past spring, Association President Larry Modean received 

a call from area resident Jim Carlson.  Using his fish locater 

camera, Jim had recorded GPS coordinates of several sites of 

tires dumped into deep spots of Pike Lake.  

 

Jorie Strunk and Julius Salinas, both experienced professional 

divers, were contacted and agreed to help with the removal of 

the tires. In July, the divers were able to attach ropes to the 

tires, float them up, and with the help of Jim and his daughters, 

and using Jim’s boat, haul the tires to the public boat 

landing.  As the tires were covered with zebra mussels, they 

had to sit on shore for several days to kill the mussels.  Larry 

worked with Minnesota DNR to arrange for transfer of the 

contaminated tires to the Rice Lake Road dump site and 

WLSSD agreed to let Jim drop them off for free.  A work crew 

cleaned most of the mussels off the tires, loaded them into 

Jim’s trailer, and Jim hauled them to the dump. 

 

 

 

    

As tires are a major pollution source when dumped in water, 

removing them from our Lake was a win for water quality.   

 

Thanks to all who contributed to getting them out! Jim has also 

located another dump site containing kitchen furniture, a large 

refrigerator, and couch.  These items were not able to be pulled 

out yet, but possibly another attempt will be made in the 

future. 

 

A message from the Vice President 
Stu Stenberg 
 
My name is Stu Stenberg and I am the Vice President of 

the Pike Lake Association. My family is enjoying our 

30th year living and loving the lake life. My wife, 

Denise, was born and raised in Pike Lake and worked at 

the Auto Club. Our first dates were actually water skiing 

on Pike Lake. Our daughter inherited our love of the 

water and now resides on the lake with her husband and 

children. I look forward to doing my part to continue the 

work of the Pike Lake Association protecting this area 

that is so important to us all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

2018-19 PLA Board of Directors  
President – Larry Modean 729.7772 
Vice President – Stu Stenberg 
Past President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459 
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304 
Treasurer – Mark Rauchenfels 730.7638   
Special Events – Dianne Ahlers 729.7300 
Membership – Cindy Lundeen 348.7747 
Environment & Safety – Bob Idziorek 310.9452 
Newsletter – Mark Hagemeyer 310.1214 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
2019 PIKE LAKE AREA ASSOCIATION (PLAA) RESIDENTIAL/BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP INVOICE 
 
Name & Pike Lake address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mailing address: (if different) __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Pike Lake Area Association 2019 (January-December) Dues                $__________ 

$35.00 for Residential, $50.00 for Business (please enclose business card) 

 

Additional contribution for Exotic Species boat inspection/education program          $__________ 
            

Total Enclosed                                                                                           $__________ 

      

Please use the enclosed return envelope and return your dues as soon as possible. 
If you have any questions, please call Cindy Lundeen – 218.348.7747. 

 
 

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits! 
 

“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. We also wish to 

serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake.”

 

http://www.pikelakenews.org/

