
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

visit: pikelakeassociation.org
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Preserving the Health of Pike Lake
Brian Mirsch, Environment & Safety 
 
Lake health priority one continues to be the mitigation 
of additional aquatic invasive species (AIS).   Additional 
exotics threatening our region include spiny water 
fleas, Eurasian watermilfoil, rusty crayfish, Asian carp, 
flowing rush, mystery snails and curlyleaf pondweed.  
Your financial support allows our Association to 
help sponsor the public landing inspection program.  
We thank Canosia Township for overseeing the 
management of this critical program.
 
For additional lake health priorities, we look to the 
recommendations from the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency’s in-depth study  of Pike Lakev (2012-
2013) available at:  http://www.pikelakeassociation.
org/mpca. 
 
The MPCA Report Recommendations:
• Continue participation in the Citizen’s Lake 

Monitoring Program and regularly collect 
transparency data to provide the continuous water 
quality records needed for trend assessment.

• Continue to minimize as much as possible 
the potential for phosphorus to be routed, or 
loaded, to the lake. This entails limiting lakeshore 
development and retaining as much undeveloped 
land in the lake catchment as possible.

• Engage with city and county officials to ensure 
protection of wetlands in the surrounding 
watershed. Wetlands trap and filter sediments and 
nutrients, limiting their eventual run-off into Pike 
Lake. Best management practices should be used 
when applying road deicers. Specifically, minimize 
the salting of roads near the lakes, and stockpile 
snow in upland areas away from the lakeshore.

       Pike Lake had chloride concentrations          
       considerably higher than the ecoregion 
       expectations. This is most likely due to “urban” 
       runoff.
• Maintain native aquatic plant beds to support 

fishery habitat and the quality and balance of 
the fish community. Native aquatic plants also 
provide natural wave breaks, decreasing shoreline 
erosion. Increased wave action stirs lake sediments, 
clouding the water, making it difficult for new 
plants to grow.

• Maintain remaining shoreline emergent aquatic 
vegetation – potentially important habitat for 
invertebrates and juvenile fish in addition to 
being a natural trap for washed in sediments and 
nutrients. Educate shoreland homeowners on the 
benefits of this habitat. The Minnesota Shoreland 
Management Guide (http://shorelandmanagement.
org) provides useful information on this and other 
issues relevant to conserving the lake’s beneficial 
uses.

 
Pike Lake Association continues to participate in 
the citizen lake monitoring program with regular 
transparency data to provide the continuous water 
quality records needed for trend assessment.  
 
Chloride levels in Pike Lake were worse than similar 
lakes and significantly higher than a study a decade 
earlier. The primary source is typically road de-icing 
compounds. While there is no immediate concern, 
the MPCA did recommend engaging in conversations 
with local units of government to mitigate chloride 
contamination in the Pike Lake watershed.  It should be 
noted that chloride contamination cannot be undone.  
The Pike Lake Association is developing a long term 
chloride strategy.  The strategy includes an appropriate 
testing schedule and ongoing communication with 
local governments.

Pike Lake Preserver



2015-2016 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Vice President – Larry & Sue Modean 729.7772
Past President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Gordon Butler 
729.9323
Environment & Safety –Brian Mirsch 729.8835
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

Thank you! 
Ken Wallace, President 

Thanks to the hard work of many volunteers we 
enjoyed another outstanding Pike Lake Association – 
sponsored 4th of July breakfast.  The weather couldn’t 
have been better and a new attendance record was set 
(362 attendees!). 

As in past years, planning started well before as Dianne 
Ahlers and Patti Riley took charge of purchasing the 
groceries, lining up the volunteers, and overseeing 
all the moving parts on the day of.  I cannot imagine 
how we could pull this off without Dianne’s and Patti’s 
dedication and hard work!  This is not to mention the 
other key players who volunteer year-in and year-
out:  thank you to all our volunteers who set-up, cook, 
serve, stir, welcome and clean up.  We also owe a big 
note of appreciation to Miner Foods, Inc. who, as in 
years past, donated $250 of groceries and to the AAA 
Pike Lake Golf and Recreation Center (The Auto Club), 
who waived the entree fee for all attendees. Because 
of all these volunteers, we were able to enjoy a 
morning of bringing old friends together and watching 
new friendships form around the tables – there was 
definitely a buzz in the yard.  

It was in this spirit of community that we were able 
acknowledge Patricia Springer, who passed this last 
year, for the role she and her family played over the 
years in helping to solidify the July 4th celebrations, 
which has become a flagship event for the PLA.  It is a 
legacy that we were able to recognize with the 2015 
PLA Stewardship Award.  

Also: 
• Over $1000 and 106 pounds of food were donated 

by attendees and sent to the Proctor Food Shelf 
and Second Harvest Northern Lakes Foodbank. 

• Over $300 in T-Shirt sales goes to support our 
Landing Education and Inspection program, 
preserving the health of Pike Lake. 

• 10 new residential members and 1 new commercial 
member joined (welcome Otterson Mental Health 
Services!). 

We won’t be hosting a Community Picnic in August but 
have the Golf Event to look forward to on Sept 19th.

2015    Pike Lake Assoc. Golf Event
Saturday,  September 19th
10:00 a.m. shotgun start
9 hole event  @ the Pike Lake Auto Club Course
All teams should be at the course by 9:30 a.m.

Event:  4-5 person scramble  (best ball)
Prizes to be won on every hole; 
Prize for the top two teams
Mulligan can be purchased for $3.00 each, maximum 
of 3 mulligans per team; All mulligan cash will be paid 
back via drawings after the event.

Other fun, crazy challenges will be held on some of the 
holes. Sign up for a fun, team/family event.  Beverages 
and snacks will be provided on the course. Award 
ceremony will follow right after golf. 

Register your team by either calling or emailing: 
John Sorci  by September 12th:   218-591-0825  or  
johnsorci@msn.com. 

Thank You Rochelle!
Rochelle Modean stepped down as Environment & 
Safety Chair at the PLA Annual Meeting in June. The 
PLA Board would like to thank Rocci for her 3 years of 
service on the Board as well as additional service as 
part of the Pike Lake Landing Education and Inspection 
program. Thank you for your passion and dedication to 
Pike Lake! 



TO REGISTER VISIT: 

https://goo.gl/SFasC1 
(case sensitive) 

Or Call Minnesota Sea Grant at: 

(218) 726-8106 

 

 

RAIN GARDEN 
WORKSHOP 

 

AUGUST 10TH-
11TH 6:00-9PM 

Help reduce the amount of dirty & polluted water entering the 
Duluth streams & Lake Superior by installing a rain garden. 
Raingardens are gardens with shallow depressions designed to 
capture rainwater, which grow beautiful plants that don’t mind 
getting wet on occasion.  They perform important functions by 
slowing down runoff and filtering pollutants before they reach 
streets, rivers, and lakes. 

 

 
 

 

Monday, August 10th 
(Classroom session) 

6:00 - 9PM 
Meet at Canosia Town 
Hall, 4896 Midway Rd 

Duluth, MN 55811 
 

Tuesday, August 11th 
(Hands-on installation) 

6:00 - 9PM  
*Location will be 
announced at the 
classroom session 

 

Who should attend?  
ANYONE interested in 

growing beautiful plants, 
and EVERYONE who is 

committed to the 
preservation of our streams 

and Lake Superior: 
homeowners, gardeners, 
landscape professionals, 

master gardeners and 
master naturalists. 

 

Registration Fee 
$25 per person  

+$5 for each additional 
person from same 

household 
 

Includes handouts, 
snacks and The Blue 

Thumb Guide to 
Raingardens ($18 value) 

 

 
 

PLA Membership
Tom Whittaker, Membership Chair

As of July 31st we have 111 
Residential Members and 29 
Business members. Welcome 
to our new members including 
Denny’s Lawn and Garden Center 
and Otterson Mental Health 
Services! 

Treasurer’s Report
Steve Hennessy, Treasurer

As of June 23, 2015 we have 
a general ledger balance of 
$7,533.76. We also have a 
Certificate of Deposit at Republic 
Bank in the amount of $10,890.71 
(@ .550% per year) in reserve 
in case we should incur any 
extraordinary expenses. Our 
typical yearly major expenses are 
3-4 newsletters per year at $750 
per newsletter and our Invasive 
Species Prevention and Inspection 
Program at an estimated $7,500 
per year. 

Our typical receipts are $5,400 in 
memberships, $1,600 July picnic 
and $1,400 in fall picnic receipts. 
The significant cost of the Invasive 
Species Program is offset by a 
generous donation of $5,000. 

The two largest disbursements 
since the last report in May, 2015, 
have been $7,500 to Canosia 
Township for the Invasive Species 
Program inspection for this coming 
summer and $776 for the Spring 
newsletter. There are no major 
disbursements planned until the 
printing and mailing of the next 
newsletter. 

An audit of the finanancial records, 
chaired by Chuck Voss is scheduled 
for July, 2015. 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 

Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast
• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade
• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets
• Continual community updates and information 

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

• Political updates and review
• Environmental testing and reporting
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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4402 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 
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• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM

(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com
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114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802

218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211
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Proudly serving
the Duluth

area for over
146 years

$20.00 off purchase over $200.00 with coupon.
Not valid with any other offers. Your Closest Location for the

Best Pizza in the Northland!

5106 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, Mn.

218-729-7227
$2.00 off any 16” pizza with this coupon


	Summer 2015 Newsletter.pdf
	summer bus ads

