
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

visit: pikelakeassociation.org
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2015 Landing Education Inspections
Canosia Township, MN DNR and Pike Lake Association

Eurasian Milfoil, Rusty Crayfish and Spiny Waterfleas 
are among a few of the aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
already present in our region that threaten Pike Lake.   
Logically, this year’s Pike Lake AIS mitigation efforts 
are again focused on educational landing inspections.  
Canosia Township is managing the program with critical 
assistance from Minnesota’s Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) and the Pike Lake Association (PLA).

In 2014 Canosia Township agreed to replace the South 
St Louis County Soil and Water District as the local unit 
of government (LUG) required by the DNR’s program.  
Canosia Township’s board unanimously supported this 
effort to protect Pike Lake. Considering the landing’s 
geographical importance to Canosia Township and that 
the Township has years of experience hiring seasonal 
employees, Canosia Township is uniquely positioned to 
serve as the program’s LUG.  

Canosia has hired two past Pike Lake educators for 
this year’s program as well as four new comers. Jake 
Carlson (returning educator) will be the landing 
project manager. The technical expertise required 
to be successful is provided each spring by the DNR 
training staff.   Pike Lake’s six educators completed the 
comprehensive training session in April. The team has 
since received official certification documents from the 
DNR and has begun education inspections. 

Funding for this year’s program comes from two 
sources, the Minnesota DNR and the Pike Lake 
Association. The 2015 landing education/inspection 
budget calls for daily shifts running from noon to 8pm 
(Fishing Opener through Labor Day).

The program continues on weekends into the fall 
(budgeted 938 hours @ $10/hr) + (34 budgeted 
managerial hours @ $12/hr). Past studies indicate 
that this coverage captures approximately 92% of the 
launches from the landing.   

Last season’s total employment costs totaled 
$10,000.   We’re budgeting the same for 2015.  The 
DNR increased Canosia Township’s grant from $2500 
to $4000.  The Pike Lake Association agreed to pay 
Canosia Township $7500 in advance of the season 
which represents the difference between $11,500 
(absolute ceiling) and the $4000 from the DNR.   Upon 
settlement of 2015 inspection accounts, Canosia 
Township will refund any unused funds which will have 
been held in escrow to cover the 2015 inspection costs.  
Scott Campbell of the Canosia Township Board asked 
that any questions about the program or ideas on how 
to improve the program be directed to him through 
the town hall.   The Pike Lake Association extends our 
gratitude to Canosia Township for playing such a key 
role in Pike Lake’s AIS mitigation efforts.

Mark your Calendar! 

Pike Lake Association Annual Meeting June 23, 7pm
The community is invited to the Pike Lake Association 
annual meeting to be held at 7pm, Tuesday, June 23rd 
at the Canosia Town Hall. 

4th of July Pancake Breakfast & Riley’s Pontoon Parade
Beginning at 8am at the Auto Club. Food and cash 
donations accepted for area food shelves. 

August 8th Community Picnic
Stay tuned for more details, returning to the Auto Club.

Pike Lake Preserver



2014-2015 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Vice President – Larry & Sue Modean 729.7772
Past President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Gordon Butler 
729.9323
Environment & Safety –Rochelle Modean 
218.409.6215
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

Landing Renovation Update
By Joe Russell, MN DNR &
Scott Campbell, Canosia Township Supervisor

The DNR has begun work on summer projects, 
including the Pike Lake Landing Renovation. Work 
should be completed by July. 
 
• Carman’s Way public water access project began last 
summer with some rock work and removal of the dry 
hydrant to allow for an extra 5 to 6 car parking spots. 
This would hopefully allow for the longer parking 
spots to be utilized by vehicles with trailers. 

• A launching dock will be added next to the launch 
ramp area for those that need accommodations 
to enter water craft due to physical needs. We are 
making every attempt to meet the needs of everyone 
with physical limitations. 

• Creation of an improved parking lane will be added 
for boaters to empty live wells, dispose of lake water 
as well as the motor lower unit. 

• Relocation of the “toilet units” closer to the parking 
area to assist those with physical needs. 

The cost savings for the township is large.  We 
are sharing a 20 to 30 percent cost as the State of 
Minnesota will be providing 70 to 80 percent shared 
expense. Cost estimate for total expense to be in the 
$10,000 dollar range. A much needed update at a 
great cost savings to the Community. 

More about Rain Gardens
By Ken Wallace

Pike Lake Association spring Banquet occurred on the 
evening of April 2 at Skyline Lanes and featured Mr. 
Jesse Schomberg from the University of Minnesota 
Sea Grant Program who spoke on the topic of 
rain gardens.  In his presentation Mr. Schomberg 
emphasized the huge reduction in the volume of 
water run-off and the extent of soil erosion afforded 
by constructing rain gardens within residential as well 
as commercial landscapes.  The difference was 
impressive!  

(More about Rain Gardens continued)

Mr. Schomberg then presented comparisons of root 
structures of typical lawn grass with that of native 
plants included in designing effective rain gardens, 
illustrating the profound increase in water recycling 
by such plants.  

After showing examples of rain gardens constructed 
throughout the community, Mr. Schomberg described 
a community education program he is offering to 
members of the Pike Lake Association. This entails 
one 2-hour in-class session to be held at the Canosia 
Town Hall followed a few weeks later by a field-based 
hands-on session where participants will assist with 
the construction of a rain garden constructed by one 
or more participants in the course.  

If you are interested in building a rain garden for the 
class to work on, Jesse will consult with you on the 
placement, design and construction of rain gardens 
on your property.  There is a $25 fee to participate in 
this program, which includes the “The Blue Thumb 
Guide to Rain Gardens” book ($17.95 retail).  

The workshop is currently being planned for mid- 
to late July.  If interested in learning more about 
this opportunity, please contact Jesse directly at 
jschombe@d.umn.edu. 



Summer Festivities
By Dianne Ahlers

July 4th Pancake Breakfast 8-10 @ Auto Club

August 8th Golf Scramble & Community Potluck Picnic 
This year the community picnic is returning to the 
Auto Club. Watch for more information about the golf 
scramble and the community potluck. 

Volunteers needed! 
We are looking for anyone interested in helping  with 
the July 4th event which falls on a Saturday this year, 
and the Summer picnic. Both are growing events 
and well attended and we would love a few more 
volunteers. 

Lots of ways to help just call Dianne Ahlers 729-7300. 
We would love to have your help and ideas, thank you! 

PLA Membership
By Tom Whittaker

As of May 20, 2015, 98 people have paid 2015 
Residential Memberships; 3 have paid 2016 
memberships; 23 local businesses have paid their  
2015 dues; and we have received  $375 in donations 
to the boat inspection fund. We finished 2014 
with 121 Residential memberships;  26 Business 
memberships; and $5625 in inspection donations. 
The numbers in 2013 were 111, 26, and $580. We 
will receive more dues payments as a result of this 
newsletter, at the July 4 breakfast, and at the August 
8th picnic. At the end of the day, we should be about 
where we have been for the past few years. 

PLAWCS Update
By Tom Whittaker

The Joint Powers Board had its annual organizational 
meeting at the Grand Lake Town Hall on April 27. The 
minutes of this meeting can be obtained from the 
PLAWCS web site. Tom Whittaker from the Pike Lake 
Association attended the meeting. Highlights of the 
meeting:

• The board elected Dewey Johnson of Grand Lake 
chair; Kurt Brooks of Canosia Vice Chair, and Duane 
Anderson of Grand Lake Treasurer. 
• They concluded that St. Louis County could not 
donate tax forfeit property for a PLAWCS garage 

(PLAWCS continued)
because PLAWCS has bonding authority. The cost of 
the property in question will raise the overall cost of 
the garage by about $18K.
• Kurt Brooks reminded the board that the original 
drafters of the Joint Powers Agreement “ left the 
back door open to dissolve the JPA”. He went on to 
say: “When the debt is paid off, the board can either 
continue to operate in the same manner as it is 
now, sell the system to another party, or change the 
structure of the board”. This issue was added to the 
agenda for the May meeting at the Canosia Town hall 
which I could not attend, hopefully other Pike Lake 
people could. Kurt was not advocating any of the 
alternatives, but he did suggest that the board should 
decide on a course of action and communicate the 
same to the stakeholders.

PLA Treasurer’s Report
By Stephen M. Hennessy

As of May 5,  2015 we have a general ledger Balance 
of  $ 14,926.49.  We also have a Certificate of Deposit 
at Republic Bank in the amount of  $ 10,890.71 ( @ 
.550 % per year) in reserve in case we should incur 
any extraordinary expenses. Our typical  yearly major 
expenses are  3 to 4  newsletters per year @  $750.00 
per newsletter and our Invasive Species Inspection 
Program at an estimated cost of  $8,500 per year.  

Our typical receipts are $ 5,400 in memberships,  
$1,600 July picnic and $1,400 in Fall picnic receipts.   
The significant cost of the Invasive Species Program is 
offset by the extremely generous yearly contributions 
of  $5,000.00 from Ms. Mary Dwan. 

We usually write Canosia Township a check at this 
time for our contribution to the Invasive Species 
Inspection Program. Last year we submitted a check 
to the Township in the amount of $ 8,500.00, of 
which  $1,229.68 was rebated back as overpayment 
to actual costs at the end of the 2014 summer.   To 
date I am not in receipt of the amount due to the 
Township. 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 

Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast
• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade
• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets
• Continual community updates and information 

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

• Political updates and review
• Environmental testing and reporting
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com
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