
•	 The	DNR	has	confirmed	Spiny	Water	
Flea	in	Fish	Lake	and	Island	Lake.		

•	 Eurasian	Milfoil	is	confirmed	in	Chub	
Lake	and	Lake	Minnetonka.			

•	 The	St	Louis	River	has	a	plethora	of	
aquatic	invasive	species	(AIS).			

These	lakes	all	have	one	thing	in	
common.		Boats	coming	from	each	
of	these	infested	waters	have	come	
directly	to	Pike	Lake	this	summer.		Pike	
Lake	landing	inspectors	have	actively	
protected	Pike	Lake	from	additional	
AIS	infestations.		Actions	include,	
but	are	not	limited	to,	turning	away	
boats	coming	from	other	AIS	infested	
lakes	that	had	not	passed	the	five	day	
requirement.			In	one	case,	a	landing	
inspector	found	Eurasian	milfoil	on	a	
kayak	coming	from	Chub	Lake.			

Landing	inspections	are	Pike	Lake’s	best	
defense	from	additional	infestations.	

“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the contiguous area, guaranteeing the 
ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding 
the interests of the property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”.
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What Are the Threats to Pike Lake 
Environmental Integrity?
1. Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) including Eurasian 
Milfoil, Guagga Mussel, Hydrilla, Spiny Waterflea, etc.
2. Cultural Eutrophication, the process that 
accelerates a lake’s natural progression to swamp 
due to unintended consequences of human behavior.

Current PLAA Threat Mitigation 
Efforts:
AIS Mitigation: 
Landing Inspections: 8 hours per day / 7 days per 
week during the summer. This level of inspection 
is currently unsustainable as the initiative is under 
funded by at least $2,100.

Cultural Eutrophication Mitigation:
Education: Newsletter articles explaining best 
practices as well as updates on lake health – slated as 
budget neutral for this fiscal year in that commercial 
membership should cover costs of printing and 
postage. Additional outreach efforts and activities by 
the Pike Lake Environment & Green Club.

Monitoring: Advanced Citizen Lake Monitoring 
Program – year 2 budget neutral: MPCA program 
manned by PLAA

Volunteer efforts: The Advanced Citizen Lake 
Monitoring Program (CLMP+) tracks temperature 
and dissolved oxygen profiles, alkalinity, chloride, 
chlorophyll, color, nitrogen, phosphorus, and solids.

Our Current Challenge
Pike Lake needs our continued stewardship to remain 
a healthy resource that benefits our community. 
The PLAA plays a vital role in protecting the Lake 
but we need your help. We are facing significant 
funding challenges to continue, let alone expand, our 
mitigation and protection efforts.

Membership Fees Protect Pike Lake
The Minnesota DNR approved a grant this year 
tocover the first $7500 of the landing inspections. 
(continued on next page)

Pike Lake Preserver



2012-2013 Pike Lake Area Area 
Association Board of Directors

President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
President Elect –  Jack & Nancy LaVoy 729.6768
Vice President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Past President – Jim & Barb Swanstrom 724.2947
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Dick Olson 729.6050
Environment & Safety –Rochelle Modean 
218.409.6215
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

Revenue
Residential Membership (goal from 103 to 132 members) 4,620.00    
Commercial Membership (goal from 39 to 49 members) 2,416.01    
Gifts for food shelf from 4 July 504.00       
Interest 6.05             
Additional Revenue required (gifts, grants) 2,500.00    
Total Revenue 10,046.06  

Operations
Landing Inspections (17 wks @ 64hrs per wk) (5,767.09)   
Newsletters (2,400.00)   
Banquets (200.00)      
Fouth of July (504.00)      
Summer Picnic 0
Gifts for food shelf (648.00)      
Website Hosting (199.47)      
Misc (250.00)      
Total Expenses from Operations (9,968.56)   

Net from Operations 77.50$         

Yellow Buoys – Mystery Solved… 
By Brian Mirsch, PLAA President

Dr. Steve Colman, Director at the Large Lakes 
Observatory, led students last spring in a Field 
Limnology class at UMD.   Dr. Colman utilized Pike 
Lake to demonstrate common limnological (the study 
of lakes and streams) methods and measurements.   

Monitoring ranged from water temperature 
measurements to sonar profiling of the sediments 
below the lake. The class also installed a mooring 
in the lake for two weeks. The mooring consisted of 
an anchor, a yellow float, and a series of recording 
thermistors (to record water temperature) along a 
cable at different depths.  

The Pike Lake Association has proposed the 
centralization of all such data on the MPCA site in 
order to aid all future researchers.  

2013 - 2014 Budget 
(Fiscal Year ending May 31, 2014)
By Brian Mirsch, PLAA President

Budget Notes: 
• Budget relies on 27% increase in memberships 

and $2,500 in additional donations.
• The PLAA Board will be mailing 4 black-and-

white newsletters in an effort to maximize funds 
available for the landing inspection program. 

• We will be transitioning to black-and-white 
commercial membership advertisements and add 
these businesses to our website. 

• Thank you to our commercial members, your 
donations offset newsletter costs. 

 

(continued from previous page) 
At current staffing levels, these funds carry us through 
July. PLAA is then responsible for the remainder of 
the funding.  Last year that remainder was invoiced to 
us at a total of $5,767. Residential membership does 
not generate the cash flow to sustain this level of 
mitigation.

Pike Lake Relies on You
Here’s a quick summary… There are 220 lake shore 
owners only 100 of which are members.  In addition, 
there are three members who do not live on the lake 
(thank you). Residential membership dues generated 
$3,605 last year.  You can see that without a single 
additional expense, residential membership donations 
are at least $2100 shy of landing expenses. Please 
help increase protection funding by becoming a 
member or considering an additional donation. 

Since membership fees protect Pike Lake, those 
protecting our lake (members) will be thanked 
publicly from here forward. The fall newsletter of 
each year will list all Pike Lake Association members 
as a gesture of gratitude. 

The PLAA Board is developing other new initiatives to 
help generate additional enthusiasm and an increased 
commitment to protect Pike Lake and its watershed.



Our	summer	tip	is	to	
keep	grass	clippings	
and	any	chemicals	
out	of	any	water	
way	that	is	filtering	
into	our	freshwater	
lakes	and	streams!		
Thanks!

August 10th Picnic: 
Happy 125th Canosia Township! 

Pike Lake Area Association is volunteering in support 
of Canosia Township’s 125th Anniversary. Pike Lake 
lies partly in Canosia and Grand Lake Townships.   
Your lake association is working to increase 
cooperation with our townships. So this is a great 
opportunity to get to know more of our neighbors.  

 All Pike Lake Area residents are invited.  Please come 
celebrate with us at the Canosia Township Sports 
Fields & Picnic Pavilion.    

A Golf scramble will precede the picnic (8am – 10:30).  
If you want to golf, please register your teams (by 
August 6th) by calling or emailing John Sorci at 218-
591-0825 / johnsorci@msn.com.  

The picnic itself runs from 10 am to 2 pm.  Our own 
community’s SuperOne has generously helped cover 
food costs for the picnic. The burgers will be free but 
we may be short on seating, so be sure to throw a 
lawn chair in your car.   

The Pike Lake Area Association will hold a silent 
auction and raffle to help generate funds for the 
landing short fall. We hope to see you there!   

4th of July Recap
By Dianne Alhers, PLAA Special Events Coordinator

What beautiful weather shone down on July 4th 
for the Annual Pike Lake Pancake Breakfast.  The 
independence morning celebration could not happen 
without depending on each other, just as we all have 
our freedom today because of those whom fought 
for our independence.  With some pre-planning 
and strategies in place, the team of volunteers did a 
wonderful job of making it all run flawless for the 220 
hungry campers that attended. 

It’s great to see everyone come together in our 
community and socialize, taking time out of their busy 
lives to be with their neighbors. I would personally 
like to thank all who get involved whenever asked. We 
are always open to new ideas and there’s plenty of 
room for new helping hands.  It’s great fun and very 
rewarding seeing everyone enjoying a small part of 
their day with one another.

Thank you for your 4th of July Donations:
• Donations to Second Harvest and Proctor area 

food shelves:  $504 in cash, and 3 heavy yard bags 
of food.

• Public Landing inspection contributions: $25.
• Membership inscriptions at event: 6 residential 

and 1 commercial.

Green & Environment Club Expo 
Report
By Jena Ogston

On June 12 our first Green and Environmental Club 
Expo was held at Grand Lake Town Hall spearheaded 
by Rochelle Modean.  Over 15 vendors were present 
and several attendees exchanged plants and native 
trees.  

Sea Grant Representatives spoke on “habattitude” 
with information on what has been put in our 
freshwater systems (including goldfish) and how it can 
significantly disrupt native ecosystems.  Following, 
the United States Geological Survey (USGS) presented 
on the research of a “Zequanox” product, which is a 
dead microbial that will clog the digestive systems of 
zebra mussels.  We learned that this product is not 
currently approved by the FDA for use in large bodies 
of water, but the use is currently being investigated by 
the USGS.  

The USGS team dove in Pike Lake the next morning 
finding we did not have enough native mussels to be 
a testing site for this product, however, they will be 
keeping us in mind for future study.   

The Environmental Green 
Club is growing and would 
love to have you join us.  If 
you are interested, please 
contact Jena Ogston at 
jogston@css.edu. 



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast
• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade
• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets
• Continual community updates and information 

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

• Political updates and review
• Environmental testing and reporting
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org



Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Continued on the back...

SHAWN CROWSER
Assistant Vice President

Branch Manager

email / scrowser@bankrepublic.com

5094 Miller Trunk Hwy., Suite 100
Hermantown MN 55811
direct / 218-733-5706
fax / 218-729-9689
website / www.bankrepublic.com

12014-bc Barnes Crowser Mathews:64180-BC Hansen/Barnes 4/

SuperOne
FOODS

(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com

60Years 
of Serving

Our
Community

60

 

p 218-722-2569    c 218-213-4067    bolson@duluthsign.com 
116 W. Superior St., Duluth, MN 55802    www.duluthsign.com 

Bill Olson President

Vinyl Vehicle Wraps
Window Graphics
Project Management
Magnets
Awnings

Direct-to-Garment
Trade Show Booths

Vinyl Banners
Pop Up Banners

and Stands



Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Support these great businesses that support the PLAA!

• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM
114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802

218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211
Email: sales@stewarttaylorprinting.com
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