
At last Fall’s Banquet, Doug Jensen from the Minnesota Sea Grant presented “It’s more than about Zebra 
Mussels”.  In his presentation, Doug explained the other exotics threatening our region....  spiny waterfleas, 
Eurasian watermilfoil, rusty crayfish, Asian carp, flowing rush, mystery snails and curlyleaf pondweed.

“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
propertyv owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 
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Winter Banquet Invitation
You are invited to the Pike Lake Association winter 
banquet to be held Thursday, February 20th at the 
Skyline Bowling banquet room (corner of Highway 
53 & Stebner Rd). Skyline runs a happy hour until 
6pm. We recommend that you show up around 5:30.  
The $12 Italian buffet will be served at 6pm with the 
speaker starting shortly thereafter.   
Please RSVP to Dianne Alhers at 729-7300.

Landing Funding Forecast
The DNR has recently announced that the landing 
inspection grant funding will be cut from $7,500 to 
$5,000 and maybe $2,500 due to other complications 
for 2014. Landing inspections start in May and taper 
off in September. Typical hours run 12pm to 8pm daily 
which covers approximately 90% of traffic (according 
to study last August).  Due to funding cuts, coverage 
may be cut back some in 2014.  The PLA will optimize 
funds available to cover as much peak time as 
possible. 

2013 2014
DNR Grant Available $7,500   $2,500 - $5,000
PLA Funding   $3,677 $3,677 - $8,677*
Total  $11,177 $6,177 - $11,177*

*Forecasted ranges depending on PLA cash flows.

Thank you to the  Seat Grant 
Program and Doug Jensen for 
their informative presentation 
at our fall banquet. 

Landing Educator’s 
Spotlight: Eurasion 
Watermilfoil
Eurasian watermilfoil is a 
submersed invasive aquatic 
plant that was inadvertently 
introduced to Minnesota. 
Eurasian watermilfoil can 
limit recreational activities 
on water bodies by forming 
mats on the water surface, 
and alter aquatic ecosystems 
by displacing native plants.
 
Distribution of Eurasion 
watermilfoil is concentrated 
in the Twin Cities metro area 
and branching outward into 
greater Minnesota. 
Milfoil exists in Carlton and St Louis county in 
Chub Lake, Gilbert Pit Lake, Horseshoe Lake and 
McCormack Lake.
 
Milfoil is spread from one body of water to another 
primarily by the introduction of plant fragments. 
A milfoil fragment only a few inches long can form 
roots and grow into a new plant. The most important 
action that you can take to limit the spread of milfoil 
and other aquatic invasive plants is to remove all 
vegetation from your watercraft before you move it 
from one body of water to another.   
Source: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/
aquaticplants/milfoil/faq.html

Pike Lake Preserver



2013-2014 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
President Elect –  Jack & Nancy LaVoy 729.6768
Vice President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Past President – Jim & Barb Swanstrom 724.2947
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Dick Olson 729.6050
Environment & Safety –Rochelle Modean 
218.409.6215
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835

    

PLAWCS
By Tom Whittaker & Jim Swanstrom

We were advised, at our officer’s meeting on January 
9, that the PLAWCS Board, consisting of the elected 
Supervisors from Canosia and Grand Lake townships, 
are considering the construction of a dedicated 
building on tax forfeit county land to house 20 spare 
pumps, a large emergency generator, spare parts, 
and other material needed to support the Pike Lake 
Area Wastewater Collection System which services 
about 430 homes and businesses on and around Pike 
Lake. These items have been stored in the Canosia 
Township garage for about 15 years, and the township 
needs the space for other priorities. 

We were further advised that said building and 
land would cost $120,000 to $140,000, and that the 
money would be taken from the PLAWCS capital 
fund established to pay for the replacement of the 5 
system lift pumps as they wear out. We were told that 
said fund has a balance of about $220,000, and that 
the pumps would cost $50,000 to $60,000 each. We 
were also told that 2 of 3 Canosia supervisors, and all 
3 Grand Lake supervisors are in favor of the project. 

Your officers attended the PLAWCS board meeting on 
January 27 to discuss the project. The meeting was 
cancelled for lack of a quorum, but we did learn that 
most of the above information was correct. 

We were advised, however, that the project is in its 
infancy, that no decisions have been made to this 
point, and that we will be able to get our oar in the 
water at future PLAWCS board meetings. 

PLAWCS board meetings take place at the Canosia or 
Grand Lake town hall at 7:00 PM on the 4th Monday 
of each month. We urge all users to attend.

  

  
  Mark Your Calendars!
  Winter Banquet
  Thursday, Feb 20th, 5:30ish
  Skyline Bowling

Join us for the $12 Italian Buffet dinner and a few 
updates as we catch up with neighbors. 

Future Events

April 26 Community Clean up day  
  scheduled for the last Saturday of April
  Please try to clean 300 feet on either 
  side of your property and have 
  your bags at the end of your driveway  
  between noon and 3pm for pick-up.   
  Once again, our thanks to A & B 
  garbage service for their help with this  
  event. 

May 3  Pike Lake Garage Sale 
  scheduled for the first Saturday of May
  
June 10 Pike Lake Association Annual Meeting
  Location to be confirmed
  Annual Meeting includes the election 
  of officers and a time for open   
  discussion; all neighbors are invited to  
  join us. 



Membership Report
By Tom Whittaker, Membership Coordinator

We finished 2013 with 116 residential Memberships, 
and 28 Business memberships. We started 2014 with 
24 Residential memberships paid, and 4 Business 
memberships paid. We mailed 2014 invoices to 
potential members on January 15. As of January 27, 
we have received 36 Residential Dues payments, for 
a total of 60 paid, and 12 Business memberships, for 
a total paid of 16. This year, for the first time, we did 
not send invoices to those who prepaid for 2014, so if 
you did not get an invoice, you are paid up. 

Thank you very much!

Pike Lake Assoication 
Board of Director Openings
The following PLA officer and director positions will 
be up for election at our annual meeting in June:
• President: 
 Ken Wallace has been nominated
• President Elect
• Secretary
• Residential Membership Chair: 
 Tom Whittaker has been nominated
• Business Membership Chair
• Environment and Safety Director: 
 Rocci Modeen has been nominated

We are looking for candidates for all the offices, but 
particularly for those where no-one has yet been 
nominated. The time commitment is about two hours 
per month. 

Please consider joining us. Call Jim or Barb Swanstrom 
on 724-2947 or Tom Whittaker on 729-5025.

Salt Reduction Progress: 
St. Louis County Public Works 
Data provided by St. Louis County

St. Louis County has been actively working to reduce 
impacts from salt and sand since the early 1990s. 
This began with erecting dome- and coverall-type 
buildings at all facilities where salt and sand is stored, 
like those visible on Old Miller Trunk highway.  One 
hundred percent of all salt/sand material is kept 
covered.
         
In 2009, St. Louis County started a calibration 
program, which provides better control over material 
application rates. The county bought new equipment 
with improved calibration control and retrofitted 50 
fleet units with pre-wetting equipment that results in 
reduced material application rates. 

The Freshwater Society recognized St. Louis 
County in 2011 for its outstanding work and 
innovative solutions to reduce the impacts of 
winter maintenance on freshwater resources.  This 
commitment continues and has resulted in less 
material impacting freshwater resources including 
Pike Lake. 

Currently, St. Louis County uses approximately 20,000 
tons of salt per year valued at about $1,200,000 
and 67,000 cubic yards of sand per year valued at 
$200,000. The goal is to reduce salt/sand usage by as 
much as 45 percent by using calibrated equipment, 
ground speed controllers and pre-wetting equipment.  
This will  keep 9,000 tons of salt out of the water, 
protect 7 billion gallons of freshwater and keep 
more than 30,000 cubic yards of sand from entering 
rivers and streams. These reductions benefit the 
environment and save money. Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 

newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 

Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com
Thanks. 



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast
• Riley’s 4th of July Watercraft Parade
• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets
• Continual community updates and information 

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

• Political updates and review
• Environmental testing and reporting
• Coordinate Pike Lake Area Clean Up 
• Green Club, Green Contest & Green Award

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org


