
“Our mission is to preserve the environmental integrity of Pike Lake and the 
contiguous area, guaranteeing the ongoing availability of the lake for recreational use. 
We also wish to serve as a vehicle of information regarding the interests of the 
property owners who live around and on Pike Lake”. 

Serving the Pike Lake Watershed 
visit: pikelakeassociation.org
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President’s Message
By Ken Wallace
I don’t know where they come from, but I love the 
fact that whales invade our lake each winter.  Why, 
the other day walking hand-in-hand on the lake with 
our little guest from Portugal, we’d frequently have to 
stop to listen to the groaning sound of these graceful 
beasts as they pass beneath the thickening ice.  Lucky 
for her, I know how to speak whale.  I only wish I 
could see the visions in her head as she remembers 
these walks on our lake; whatever they are, I’m sure 
she will have them for a lifetime.

As the lake goes to sleep for the winter, the activities 
of your Pike Lake Area Association (PLA) continue, 
as reflected by the many articles in this Newsletter.  
First and foremost is the scurry of activity finalizing 
plans for the Winter PLA Banquet February 8 at 
Skyline Lanes, while at the same time initiating 
plans for the annual 4th of July picnic and boat 
parade, the summer golf tournament and, possibly, 
a winter festival on the lake.  With all this activity, we 
continue to seek and welcome volunteers, it is a fun 
and rewarding experience.  If interested in learning 
more about volunteer opportunities, please contact 
the PLA Director of Special Events, Dianne Ahlers at 
218.729.7300.

Our PLAWCS task force has been busy attending 
and contributing to discussions of the operation, 
administration and future fate of the PLAWCS 
program.  Through their efforts, they have marshaled 
a growing, amicable partnership between the PLA and 
the PLAWCS Board.  As reflected in the accompanying 
article, these discussions are becoming increasingly 
important as we approach retiring the PLAWCS debt.

All members and residents throughout the Pike Lake 
watershed are affected by these discussions and I 
encourage you to stay informed.

Thanks to the generous sponsorship by Ms. Mary 
Dwan, our flagship invasive species inspection 
program has completed another successful year, 
capturing the vast majority of traffic using the public 
landing each summer.  As you will see from the 
Treasurer’s Report, approximately 90% of the annual 
PLA operating budget goes to the invasive species 
inspection program, punctuating the importance of 
membership dues in protecting the quality and public 
enjoyment of our lake.

With all of this activity directed at preserving and 
improving the quality of our lake and the interests of 
our surrounding community, it is imperative that we 
each take ownership in the Pike Lake Area Association 
and submit our membership dues to support this 
shared cause. I assure you that it will make a whale of 
a difference.

Landing Update
The Pike Lake Area Association extends its gratitude to 
Canosia Township for managing the Pike Lake public 
landing’s education/inspection program in 2015. This 
program is critical to protecting the environmental 
integrity of Pike Lake and the ongoing availability of 
the lake for recreational use. Eurasian Milfoil, Rusty 
Crayfish and Spiny Waterfleas are among a few of the 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) already present in our 
region which threaten Pike Lake.

(continued inside)
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(Landing Update, continued from front)

Thanks to Canosia Township’s management, the 
program is successful. For the third year in a row, 
roughly 90% of launches at the landing were greeted, 
inspected and educated by DNR trained staff. 
According to Minnesota Sea Grant research, these 
educational inspections are effective at changing 
behavioral norms. As a result, despite heavy traffic, 
Pike Lake has not had another case of AIS infestation.  
Finally, Pike Lake’s Zebra Mussels seemingly have not 
found their way to other nearby lakes. 
 
In 2015, The DNR’s grant accounted for $2,500 of 
a program budgeted not to exceed $11,500.  The 
Pike Lake Association funded the difference.   The 
DNR recently announced that they will no longer be 
offering grants for AIS educational inspections.  In 
mid-December, Canosia Supervisor Scott Campbell 
and Pike Lake Association Board Member, Brian 
Mirsch attended St. Louis County’s AIS Workshop to 
investigate the potential of state AIS funding through 
the county.  Indeed, it seems that the Pike Lake 
education inspection program may qualify for that 
funding. 
 
The Pike Lake Association thanks our Canosia 
Supervisors for voting to continue the program 
management and to apply for St. Louis County’s AIS 
funding.  

Ecoregion and Land Use 
Characteristics of Pike Lake 
An excerpt from Minnesota Pollution Control report 
dated March 2014 by Shannon Martin

When investigating lake water quality, it is important 
to consider how land within the lake’s catchment 
(the area of land surrounding the lake that drains 
water directly to it) is used.  Certain uses of the land 
increase pollutant loading to the lake.  Conversely, 
forested areas, undeveloped land, and wetlands are 
important features that preserve good water quality 
by serving as a buffer to filter water that flows across 
the catchment and into the lake.  

Table 1.  Land use composition
Land use Pike Lake 

catchment land 
use percentage

NLF typical land 
use percentage

Developed 12 0-7
Cultivated (Ag) 0 < 1
Pasture & Open 3 0-6
Forest 41 54-81
Water & Wetland 44 14-31
Feedlots (#) 0

Minnesota is divided into seven ecoregions, as 
defined by soils, land surface form, natural vegetation 
and current land use.  Pike Lake is located in the 
Northern Lakes and Forests (NLF) ecoregion.  Pike 
Lake characteristics are compared to the typical 
range of values from reference lakes within the NLF 
ecoregion.  Pike Lake has a catchment area of 3,380 
acres. This is a medium-sized watershed relative to 
the size of the lake (7:1 watershed: lake area ratio). 
Lakes with small-medium watersheds relative to 
lake area often receive low water loads; in contrast, 
those with large watersheds often receive high water 
loads. The amount of nutrients present within the 
water load for any size lake depends greatly upon 
land use in the larger watershed. In general, land use 
in the Pike Lake catchment is similar to the typical 
land uses found in the NLF ecoregion (Table 1), with 
more development and open water/wetland areas 
and slightly less forested land than the typical NLF 
area. Pike Lake’s watershed is dominated by forest 
and wetland, which typically deliver low amounts of 
nutrients to nearby lakes. 

Do you prefer to get copies of the PLA 
newsletter electronically instead of by mail? 
Please email: linnea.mirsch@gmail.com 

2015-2016 Pike Lake Association 
Board of Directors

President – Ken & Gail Wallace 728.4459
Vice President – Larry & Sue Modean 729.7772
Past President – Brian Mirsch 729.8835
Secretary – Sue Voss 729.7304
Treasurer – Steve Hennessy 729.6393
Special Events –  Dianne Ahlers 729.7300
Membership/Residential –  Tom & Arlene 
Whittaker 729.5025
Membership/Commercial - Gordon Butler 
729.9323
Environment & Safety –Brian Mirsch 729.8835
IT/Communications  –Linnea Mirsch 729.8835



PLA Winter Banquet  - Mon Feb 8th
Featuring our Volunteer Fire Department Chiefs! 
Banquet at Skyline Bowling Alley (corner of Highway 
53 & Stebner Road). 
 
Happy hour from 5:30-6, Dinner served at 6:00, $12
Includes pizza, salad and a pasta dish. 

RSVP to Dianne Ahlers: 729-7300

Future Events
• Community Clean Up - Sat April 30th
Please try to clean 300 feet on either side of your property 
and have your bags at the end of your driveway between 
noon and 3pm for pick-up. Once again, our thanks to A & B 
garbage service for their help with this event. 

• Pike Lake Garage Sale - Sat May 7th 

Membership Report
By Tom Whittaker

As of December 31, 2015, 117 households  have paid 
2015 Residential Memberships, compared to 115 in 
2014 and 116 in 2013. Twenty one ( 21) households 
have paid 2016 Residential memberships; 29 local 
businesses have paid their 2015 dues; 3 have paid their 
2016 dues, and we have received  $5650 in donations 
to the inspection fund. 

We sincerely appreciate the reliable support of these 
local residents and businesses. It enables us to support 
the community we are all a part of, and protect the 
wonderful lake we all benefit from. If anyone can help 
us persuade the 100 or so lake dwellers, and 200 or so 
community members who do not live on the lake, that 
typically decline to pay dues, to join the Pike Lake Area 
Association, we are all ears. Their dues will help us do 
such things as increase our boat inspection coverage at 
the public landing, and do some additional research on 
the eradication of invasive species in our lake. We will 
be sending invoices for 2016 dues out shortly.

PLAWCS Report 
By Tom Whittaker

Highlights:
• Excellent, constructive relationship between 
the PLAWCS Joint Powers Board and the Pike Lake 
Association at this point. We are treated as board 

members, even though we are not.  We must continue 
to participate in meetings in a positive way to keep it 
that way.
• No user fee increase projected for 2016. Fee 
should stay at $55.65 per month.
• Garage project is on the back burner for now. 
The county has determined that it cannot give land, 
free of charge, to PLAWCS for said garage.
• Jay Crilly has taken Eric Applewick’s place as 
the service technician for the system. The emergency 
number remains the same, 218-590-5911.
• The board has given go-ahead for a major 
effort to basically rebuild the system lift stations. The 
project should ensure reliable operation for 10 to 15 
years. The capital account which we have all been 
contributing to has more than enough reserves to 
cover the cost.
• No change in the Grand Lake Township position 
that the system will be turned over to the users when 
the initial cost is paid.

All in all, a very positive year for PLAWCS. The PLA is 
very grateful to the Canosia and Grand Lake township 
supervisors who constitute the PLAWCS Joint Powers 
Board. Thanks to Mark Rauschenfels, Diane Ahlers, 
Chuck Voss, Gordon Butler and Tom Whittaker for 
attending most PLAWCS meetings. 

Treasurer’s Report
By Stephen M. Hennessy, Treasurer

As of January 4, 2016, we have a general ledger 
Balance of  $ 11,875.88.  We also have a Certificate of 
Deposit at Republic Bank in the approximate amount 
of  $ 10,919.24 ( @ .550 % per year) in reserve in case 
we should incur any extraordinary expenses.  Our 
typical  yearly major expenses are 3 to 4 newsletters 
per year ($ 750/newsletter) and our Invasive Species 
Inspection Program  (estimated  $7,500/year).  

The significant cost of the Invasive Species Program is 
offset by the extremely generous yearly contribution 
of $5,000 from Ms. Mary Dwan received several weeks 
ago.  

The largest recent disbursement on 10/19/15 of 
$782.90 was for the printing and mailing of the 
Fall, 2015 newsletter and $150 for membership in 
Minnesota Lakes and Rivers organization. 



• Continuation of the Exotic Species Prevention 
Program at the Pike Lake public landing; 
Environmental testing and reporting

• The 4th of July Pancake Breakfast, Riley’s 4th of 
July Watercraft Parade

• Pike Lake Area Fall & Winter Banquets

• Continual community updates and information; 
Political updates and review

• The Old-Fashioned summer picnic  
& golf outing at AAA 

And we couldn’t do it if it weren’t for our members! 
Mail your membership check to:  PLAA, 5968 N Pike Lake Rd, Duluth MN 55811.

Member Name:                                                                                                    Phone Number: 
Address:
Email:
  $35 annual fee enclosed  ($50 for business members)   $_________
  Optional:  Additional amount enclosed to help fund 
        the Exotic Species Prevention Program                     $_________
           
Issues that most affect you:   
Please circle the volunteer opportunities you are interested in: 
4th of July Picnic --- Annual Picnic --- Fall Banquet --- Winter Banquet ---- Lake Monitoring --- Highway Cleanup 
Other: 
                                                                                        Total enclosed:  $_________

Be more connected to your community. Membership has its benefits!

Pike Lake Area Association
5968 N Pike Lake Rd
Duluth, MN 55811
www.pikelakenews.org
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Pike Lake Area Association Business Members

Continued on the back...

SuperOne
FOODS

4402 Rice Lake Road
Duluth, MN 

218-722-0810

Reliable Ins ad.indd   1 1/14/2013   7:49:34 AM

116 W. Superior St, Duluth, MN 55802 • duluthsign.com
p 218-722-2569 • c 218-428-4973 • randerson@duluthsign.com  

Rob Anderson • Vice President



• Concrete Blocks • Retaining Wall Blocks • Chimney Blocks
• Lightweight Blocks • Masonry Cement • Patio Blocks

Plant Phone
218-729-8274

Arrowhead Concrete Works, Inc.
Washed & Screened Gravel, Sand, Mason Sand

Ready-Mix Concrete

5572 MILLER TRUNK HIGHWAY • DULUTH, MINN. 55811
www.arrowheadconcreteworks.com

72150-bc Tuhkanen:59913-BC JeremyCarlson 11/5/08 1:26 PM

(218)729-5446
hartels-dbj.com
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BOAT TOPS AND 
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 MADE OF INDUSTRIAL & 
RECREATIONAL FABRICS

REPAIRS OF ALL
TYPES

114 West Superior Street    Duluth, MN 55802
218-722-4421    Fax 218-722-3211

Email: sales@stewarttaylorprinting.com
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$20.00 off purchase over $200.00 with coupon.
Not valid with any other offers.

Your Closest Location for the
Best Pizza in the Northland!

5106 Miller Trunk Hwy.
Hermantown, Mn.

218-729-7227
$2.00 off any 16” pizza with this coupon

Family. Friends. Traditions.
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